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Parliament Passes Constitutional Reform Bill 


AB2612151895 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 23 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Cameroon has a new Consti- 
tution. The constitutional reform bill was adopted this 
morning by the deputies, who held a plenary session in 
Yaounde. It took them 18 hours of discussions to adopt 
the bill, which passed with 160 yes votes, two no votes, 
and eight abstentions. The outcome of these votes did 
not really come as a surprise. Jean Mater Ndi: 

(Begin Ndi recording] There were no surprises during 
this plenary session. Political group discipline prevailed 
effectively. I could even say that it often took prece- 
dence over the deep aspirations of the people. After 
18 hours of uninterrupted discussions, punctuated with 
voting, the outcome of which was often known before- 
hand, it was this morning that the deputies adopted the 
constitutional reform bill. The Constitution comprises 
170 articles, which commits Cameroon to more free- 
dom and democracy. Innovations include the limitation 
of the presidential mandate. The president of the Re- 
public is elected for seven years, renewable only once. 
A bicameral parliament has also been instituted includ- 
ing a senate, 30 percent of whose m-mbers would be 
appointed by the president. Another notable innovation 
is the institution of a real judicial power with the cre- 
ation of a constitutional council and the introduction of 
extensive decentralization. [end recording] 


The passing of this constitutional reform bill in 
Cameroon should mark another phase in the political 
debate, especially, with regard to the formation of 
a new government. Augustin Kontchou Kuomegni, 
minister of communication and government spokesman, 
spoke to Jean Mater Ndi on the matter: 


(Begin recording] [Koumegni] We are now going to 
wait for this bill to go through the normal finalization 
procedure — namely, its promulgation by the head of 
state. The bill will, therefore, be sent by the speaker of 
the National Assembly to the head of state. We should 
expect it to be promulgated in about a fortnight, and 
from then on, be executed as the Constitution of the 
Republic of Cameroon. 


(Ndi] The plenary session lasted some 18 hours. Are 
you satisfied with the outcome of this session, which 
you must admit was quite stormy? 


{[Koumegni) It was stormy, but it represented the image 
of Cameroon, which is a complex one. However, it was 
also the image of Cameroon because it ended brilliantly. 
4 you must have noticed yourself, it was a big occasion 
t. ‘ebrate national unity and rconciliation. The bill 
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was adopted — with only a few exceptions — by almost 
all the deputies of all political leanings, in other words, 
by the whole of Cameroon. I think it is a great moment 
in the history of our country. [end recording] 


The opposition, however, is not so satisfied. One of 
its leaders, Bello Bouba Maigari, chairman of both the 
National Union for Democracy and Progress and the 
parliamentary opposition, told Jean Mater Ndi that this 
new Constitution was not what he had been expecting. 


[Begin Maigari recording] We passed a constitutional 
bill, which constitutes progress in our democracy. How- 
ever, I would not say that we adopted the ideal Consti- 
tution, the Constitution we desire. Nonetheless, we did 
our duty as a parliamentary opposition. We followed the 
debate yesterday, and you must have remarked that we 
defended our ideas and our amendments right up to the 
end. At some points we insisted so much on our stand 
that it was necessary 10 vote on certain issues. It was 
as democrats that we accepted the verdict of the vote. 
{end recording] 


Opposition Leader Comments 


AB2612182795 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 26 Dec 95 


[From the African news} 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] A senior leader of Cameroon's 
largest opposition party, the Social Democratic Front 
{SDF], has criticized the new constitution as undemo- 
cratic. The constitution, which was passed by parliament 
on Sunday, allows the president to nominate 30 percent 
of the proposed senate. The secretary of the SDF in the 
central and southern provinces, Alhaji Sani Yaro, said 
this showed his desire to rule indefinitely. 


The constitution limits the president to two seven-year 
terms of office and also provides for a senate and a con- 
stitutional council. It also allows some decentralization 
and protection of minority rights. 


Chad 


National Reconciliation Talks Set for 5 Jan 


AB2112221595 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 21 Dec 95 


(Communique issued by the government in Ndjamena; 
date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] We open this newscast with 
a government communique: With a view to ensuring 
that the Intra-Chadian national reconciliatory meeting 
in Franceville is fully successful, and in view of the 
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progress made in preparaticns, the Gabonese Govern- 
ment has scheduled the meeting for 5 January 1996. 


The Chadian Government reiterstes its determination 
to involve the other national political players in the 
meeting. To this end, it will hold working sessions with 
the various political groupings in the days ahead. 


The Government of the Republic of Chad wishes to 
reassure the international community and the public 
that it will do its utmost to ensure that the Franceville 
meeting produces concrete results so as to reinforce the 
ongoing democratic process in our country. 


[Signed] Gali Gata Nghote, acting prime minister 
Transitional Council on Talks 


AB2212123795 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 21 Dec 95 


{Report on the Higher Transitional Council session in 
Ndjamena on 21 December; read by Deputy Secretary 
General Abakar Abderamane — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Higher Transitional Council 
[CST] held a plenary session at the Palais du 15 Janvier 
today under the chairmanship of Honorable Speaker 
Abass Ali. The only issue it examined was the report 
on the preparatory meeting for the peace conference on 
Chad scheduled to take place in Franceville, Gabon. Of 
course, the purpose of the conference is to convince the 
armed opposition groups to join the current democratic 
process. 


After a lengthy debate on the issue, the CST expressed 
concern over the government’s stand, which does not 
take into account the CST’s solemn statement read by its 
speaker on 2 November or national opinion in general. 


The CST reminds the government of the need to find a 
true consensus on the peace issue in view of its para- 
mount importance, and the hopes that the peace confer- 
ence on Chad arouses. The success of the conference 
will, no doubt, help to create better conditions to orga- 
nize free, open, and democratic elections in the months 
ahead. 


Koibla on Talks, Electoral Timetable 


AB2612153595 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 23 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Transitional Prime Minister 
Djimasta Koibla has since yesterday been visiting Ban- 
gui, the Central African Republic, after visiting Abuja 
and Yaounde. Addressing correspondentsyesterday in 
Bangui, the prime minister stated that the Franceville 
meeting between the government and the armed politi- 
cal groups is necessary for the constitutional future of 
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Chad. He mentioned the electoral timetable at the end of 
the electoral census which will end on 2 January 1996. 
The constitutional referendum is slated for April while 
the presidential elections will be in May and the leg- 
islative elections in November. [passage omitted] 


Gabonese President To Mediate 


LD2412130895 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 24 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text} Efforts are being made to restore 
total peace in Chad. It is with this in view that Gabonese 
President Omar Bongo will be mediator between the 
Chadian armed opposition and the Ndjamena authorities 
in Franceville next month. 


It is in this context that the Chadian prime minister 
has just carried out a visit to Central Africa. Koibla 
Djimasta, the head of the Chadian Government, was 
interviewed in Bangui by Alain George Ngatua: 


{Begin Djimasta recording] The Libreville [as heard] 
meeting is essential to the democratic process started in 
Chad as we will meet the armed movements, those who 
did not take part in the Sovereign National Conference. 
We think that we should meet them and tell them to 
come and be a part of the democratic process started in 
our country. [end recording] 


Congo 


Political, Militia Factions Sign Peace Pact 


MB2412204295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) It’s a year now since Congo's 
political leaders first sat down to try to find a solution 
to the political violence which marred the transition 
to multiparty rule. Some 2,000 people were killed 
in 1993 and 1994, and several thousand more were 
left homeless. But now the politicians have come 
together, and today they signed a peace pact, as our 
correspondent, Anton Mwiambala, reports in this telex 
from Brazzaville: 


The pact was signed today in Parliament in the presence 
of President Pascal Lissouba between the main represen- 
tatives of all the factions involved in the fighting two 
years ago. It states that all private militias must be dis- 
armed within 30 days. (Bernard Koulila), the leader of 
the most troublesome militia, known as the Ningas, was 
present, but the other opposition leader, ex-president 
Sassou-Nguesso, whose militia are known as the Co- 
bras, signed the pact by proxy, as he is currently in 
France. Representing the presidential militias, who are 
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called the Zulus, was (Christophe Mukwike) and also 
the prime minister, Jacques Yhombi-Opango. 


The pact was drawn up by a committee of 10 people 
representing all factions and supervised by the president. 
It has 14 points and spells out the modalities for 
restructuring the Congolese Army, which became top- 
heavy in the decades of one-party Marxist rule. Between 
1,000 and 2,000 militiamen will be integrated into the 
Army, while the others will be integrated into the Police 
and Gendarmery, both in the capital and in the various 
regions. 

The Congolese Army was ineffectual during the troubles 
because it was riven with ethnic divisions. At least 2,000 
people died at the time, and some 300,000 people were 
displaced or had their homes destroyed. 


Zaire 


Two Army Officers Killed in Goma Grenade Attack 


AB2612194595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Relations between the Zairian 
Army and the people of the Goma area have taken yet 
another turn for the worse. Yesterday, soldiers started 
shooting after one of their senior officers was killed in a 
grenade attack. The soldiers are reported to have spread 
havoc through Goma town which has borne the brunt 
of the influx of refugees from neighboring Rwanda. On 
the satellite phone to eastern Zaire, Richard Lee asked 
aid worker Vincent Saver of MSF [Doctors Without 
Borders] Holland how the trouble started: 


[Begin recording] [Saver] Well, yesterday afternoon 
at 4 o’clock, Colonel Matabe and his aide, the chief 
commander of military operations in Masisi, have been 
killed in a grenade attack. I do not have further 
information on how this attack took place, but the result 
is that he was killed. 


[Lee] Do you know who carried out the attack, too? 


[Saver] No, I, unfortunately, do not know. It seems that 
there have been some kind of uncontrolled militia or 
hooligans, as they put it, but it is very unclear where 
the attack came from. 


[Lee] And what was the Zairian Army’s reaction, 
because normally they react quite forcefully in this sort 
of situation? 


[Saver] Indeed, well immediately afterward, though 
there have been heavy unrest and heavy shooting in 
town from the military, now, at this stage, of course, a 
ban, a total ban was put on [word indistinct] movement, 
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sO it was very hard to have reliable information and 
nobody could really eye-witness what was happening 
but everybody could, at least, hear what was happening, 
and there was heavy shooting until 10 o'clock \*sterday 
evening. 


[Lee] And who were they shooting at? Who were they 
fighting with? 


[Saver] Well, this is actually very hard to know. It is 
very hard to know if they have even been fighting. 
They might just have been shooting in the air to create 
some tension in town, and maybe to create a favorable 
ambiance for some looting, because some shops have 
been looted. But it is very hard to know if there has 
been indeed actual fighting. 


[Lee] Have you heard any report of further casualties? 


[Saver] Yes, for the moment the confirmed casualty is 
nine killed, including the two militaries yesterday and 
two other militaries; the five others, it is not clear yet if 
they are military or civilian. And there are 30 wounded 
confirmed in the hospital of the city. There are reports, 
though, that the death toll could be much higher. 


[Lee] Do you suspect that most of those who are dead 
and wounded are Rwandan refugees? 


[Saver] No, this event took place in town, in Goma 
town, where the refugee concentration is very low. It 
did not happen in the camp, so I suspect them to be 
mainly Zairians and mainly citizens of Goma. 


[Lee] So, you do not think this is connected to the 
refugees in any way? 


[Saver] No, not to the Rwandan refugees. I would 
suspect that it could be linked to what is going on in 
Masisi. But definitely not to the Rwandan refugee crisis. 
{end recording} 


One Said Killed by Own Grenade 


MB2612161895 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 26 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The authorities in Zaire say 
an Army officer has been killed in a grenade attack at 
the eastern town of Goma. It said the dead lieutenant 
colonel was second in command of operations in the 
area that is home to more than a million Rwandan 
refugees. The attacker was killed in the blast from his 
own grenade, and two men with him were caught and 
killed by bystanders. 


There was no immediate indication who the attackers 
were and where they came from. Three soldiers of the 
elite Zairian civil guard were also killed in ensuing 
disturbances at Goma. An aid worker said the situation 
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was very tense and foreigners had been advised to 


Journalists Strike Cver Clause in Press Bill 


AB2112180695 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 21 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The press is in turmoil in Zaire. 
There will be no newspapers on the newsstands in Kin- 
shasa because of a strike action by the journalists who 
denounce one of the clauses of a bill on the press which 
is currently being examined by the transitional parlia- 
mentarians. Article 18 of the bill on the press obliges 
journalists to state their sources of information in the 
case of a judicial inquiry. The Zairian journalists have 
registered their protest and are supported by various as- 
sociations. They say that such a clause obstructs press 
freedom, and they want to express their discontent by 
Organizing a protest march and other activities. Here 
is Kamanda wa Kamanda Muzembe’s report from Kin- 
shasa: 


[Begin Kamanda recording] Newspapers will not appear 
on the newsstand in Kinshasa today. This time, journal- 
ists and other workers of the communications sector will 
express themselves in another way. They will express 
themselves in the streets through a protest march cover- 
ing a distance of about 3 km beginning from the Nelson 
Mandela Square to the Palais du Peuple — the provi- 
sional parliament building. Women, children, and all 
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those who thrive on press freedom will join the demon- 
Strators. The Zairian journalists are denouncing Article 
18 of the press bill currently being examined by the 
High Council of the Republic — Transitional Parlia- 
ment. 


One of the clauses under Article 18 compels journalists 
to disclose the sources of their information in the case of 
a judicial pursuit. The politicians want to silence the free 
press, Zairian journalists say, while according to Kinkei 
Molumba, chairman of the committee for monitoring 
the recommendations of the national conference of the 
communications department, who is also the editor of 
the (SORTE) daily newspaper, the situation is serious 
and everybody must feel concerned. 


For its pari, the Zairian Press Union, which seems to 
have awoken from a deep sleep, calls for the solidar- 
ity of its colleagues and an all-out vigilance. The jour- 
nalists’ protest demonstration is largely supported even 
by political groups spearheaded by Etienne Tshisekedi's 
and Frederick Tshiba Samaliba’s Union for Democracy 
and Social Progress, which has announced its partic- 
ipation in the demonstrations. Also, Lawyers Without 
Frontiers, the organization for the protection and the 
defense of human rights, has expressed support for the 
protest march. It considers the controversial clause as 
retrograde and suicidal to press freedom. [end record- 
ing] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
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Eritrea 


Government, Yemen Accept Ethiopia’s Mediation 


EA2612213795 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya i600 GMT 26 Dec 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Ethiopian Foreign Minister Mr. 
Seyoum Mesfin has said the Government of Eritrea is 
ready to resolve the existing conflict with Yemen over 
greater Hanish peacefully, and is showing encouraging 
efforts. This was disclosed yesterday after he delivered 
a second message from Ethiopian Prime Minister Mr. 
Meles Zenawi to President Isaias Afwerki. 


Before leaving for his country, Minister Seyoum told the 
Eritrean News Agency at Asmara international airport 
that Eritrea and Yemen accepted Ethiopia’s mediation 
effort. Mr. Seyoum also said that if both governments 
could narrow their differences, the issue would be soon 
resolved. 


Asmara To Release 195 Yemeni Soldiers 28 Dec 
AB2712162295 Paris AFP in English 
1614 GMT 27 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Asmara, Dec 27 (AFP) — 
Eritrea is to release on Thursday [28 December] 195 
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Yemeni soldiers it captured during the battle last week 
for the Hanish al-Kabir island in the Red Sea, officials 
announced. 


Yemeni Reportage on Hanish Island Conflict 
WA2712150095 


For further reportage on the Red Sea Hanish Island 
conflict between Eritrea and Yemen, including official 
Yemeni statements, please see the International Affairs 
section of the 19 December Near East Daily Report and 


subsequent issues. 
Somalia 


Kidnapped Italian Freed, En Route to Nairobi 


LD2612145795 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext 
in Italian 1440 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Italian agricultural expert, 
Marco Lorenzetti, who was kidnapped in Mogadishu on 
18 December, has been released. He is now on his way 
to Nairobi where he is due to arrive at 1830. 


This report has come from local sources in Mogadishu 
and has been confirmed by the Italian Foreign Ministry. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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U.S. To Help Combat Nigerian Drug Trafficking 


MB2612203495 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The increasing problem of 
drug trafficking .n the country has hit the spotlight today 
in two separate developments. The U.S. Drug Enforce- 
meat Administration says it plans to help South Africa 
combat Nigerian drug traffickers who are trying to es- 
tablish a pipeline for Asian heroin. In the meantime, two 
Nigerian men were sho: dead in Berea, Johannesburg, 
this morning in what police believe was a drug-related 
killing. Police are looking for two suspects, both white 
men aged about 24-years-old. 

(Begin recording) [Unidentified correspondent) The in- 
cident happened at around 5 AM in a 10th-floor flat of 
Witberg apactment building on Tudhope Street. Accord- 
ing to the security guard who was on duty at the time, 
one of the Nigerians arrived at the building with the 
two suspects. Shortly after the three men had entered 
the building, one of the suspects went downstairs, ap- 
parently to fetch something in his car. A few minutes 
after the suspect had reentered the building, numerous 
shots were fired. A woman who was also in the flat at 
the time miraculously survived the incident. She's in 
hospital with eight gunshot wounds. 

[Police Superintendent Andy Pieke) It is her information 
which has led police to believe that this was a drug deal 
that may have gone sour, or for one or other reason it 
was a hit. 


[Correspondent] The apartment building is believed to 
be inhabited by foreigners, many of whom are Nigerian 
or French-speaking. The two Nigerians killed were 
believed to have been brothers, aged between 25 and 
30. [end recording] 


Undercover Narcotics Agent Arrested in Brazil 


MB2212180095 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 22 Dec 95 p 3 


[Report by Jimmy Seepe] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The South African Narcotics 
Bureau (Sanab)’s attempt to crack down on international 
drug cartels responsible for shipments of illicit drugs 
into the country has backfired and one of their under- 
cover operatives — a police reservist and informer — 
has been arrested in Brazil, South America, on alleged 
drug trafficking charges. 


The Narcotics Bureau police reservist from Benoni 
was arrested two months ago in Rio de Janeiro after 
being caught with several quantities of illegal drugs 
while trying to set a trap for members of a drug cartel 
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suspected of being responsible for most of the shipments 
to South Africa. 


The arrest of the operative, known as Snyder within 
police ranks, has created a major embarrassment for 
South Africa’s foreign affairs policy and in its efforts to 
combat international drug trafficking. Now Snyder faces 
the prospect of spending more than 15 years in jail if 
convicted under Brazilian law. 


A highly placed NEW NATION source said the arrest 
of Snyder was the result of negligence on the part of his 
colleagues in Pretoria, who were charged with arranging 
with their Brazilian counterparts about his mission in 
that country. 


The South African Police Services [SAPS] is making 
desperate attempts to negotiate the release of the Sanab 
operative. A high-powered police delegation has already 
been sent to Brazil, according to a reliable source. 


Police officials within the National Crime Investigation 
Services (NCIS) are remaining silent about Snyder's ar- 
rest and have refused to give any information regarding 
the Sanab fiasco. 


NCIS Legal Service head, KJS Barkhuizen, told NEW 
NATION that "due to the ongoing investigation involv- 
ing Snyder, no particulars can be given at this stage. 
Negotiations are still in progress." 


NEW NATION has learnt that the Brazilian authorities 
are adamant that the Narcotics Bureau operative should 
face the full wrath of the law on drug trafficking. 


South African embassy official in Sao Paulo Richard de 
Jongh, speaking through officials in Pretoria, confirmed 
to NEW NATION that his office has been notified about 
Snyder's arrest. 


However, De Jongh said embassy officials have not been 
asked by the Narcotics Bureau to intervene and added 
that should such a request be made, his office would 
assist. 

It appears that the only avenue left for Snyder's freedom 


is through diplomatic circles between the South African 
government and their Brazilian counterparts. 


Brazilian Embassy offi.als in Pretoria refused to com- 
ment about Snyder’s arrest. They told NEW NATION 
that it is a matter which the South African government 
and Foreign Affairs officials should handle with their 
counterparts in Brazil. 


A well-placed police source told NEW NATION that 
Snyder was artested in Rio de Janeiro while trying to 
set a trap for the Brazilian drug traffickers. 
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According to the plan, Sanao members in Pretoria were 
supposed to have communicated with their Brazilian 
counterparts about Snyder’s arrival and “the whole 
purpose of his arranged delivery." 

The plan went awry after the Sanab members charged 
with arranging wth their Brazilian couxterparts appar- 
ently failed to carry out their part of the plan, resulting 
in Snyder’s arrest. 


According to the source, several attempts have been 
made by Sanab to negotiate Snyder’s release in the past 
two months but all efforts have been fruitless. Snyder 
appeared in court last week and his case was postponed 
to another date early next year. 


A legal team is understood to have been organised 
by the SAPS to be sent to Brazil to prepare Snyder’s 
defence. It is estimated that the defence would cost 
the government millions of rands through representation 
and accommodation in a trial which could last up to six 
months. 


Snyder’s arrest is said to have caused divisions within 
Sanab — with some members expressing the view that 
the people charged with negotiating Snyder’s mission 
with counterparts in Brazil, should face disciplinary 
action. 


"Heads must roll,” said the source. 


Mbeki Meets Mdlalose on Political Killings 


MB2612194695 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 1800 GMT 26 Dec 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] At least 31 people have 
died in KwaZulu/Natal over the past 48 hours in what's 
believed to have been politically-motivated killings. 
[passage omitted] 


At Izingolweni, a top-level ANC delegation held a meet- 
ing with the IFP [Inkatha Freedom: Party] leadership to- 
day ii an attempt to find a lasting solution to political 
killings in the province. This follows yesterday’s mas- 
sacre at Izingolweni in which 16 people died. 


(Begin recording) (Unidentified correspondent] [pas- 
sage omitted) Today’s delegation, led by acting Pres- 
ident Thabo Mbeki, also included Defense Minister 
Joe Modise and Safety and Security Minister Sydney 
Mufamadi. They met with Premier Frank Mdlalose and 
other IFP members from the provincial parliament. 


{Mbeki} Bix | can say that there is clearly a commea 
comuaitment to du everything possible and as a matter 
of urgency to ensure that this matter is addressec, as | 
say, in a comprehensive way and in a ‘asting way. 

[Mdlalose] We don t want to have quick-fix solutions 
and quick-fix answers coine out of this meeting. This 
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meeting will be followed by other meetings in the course 
of the week. 


[Correspondent] Due to bad weather conditions the 
ANC delegation canceled their planned tour of the area. 
{end recording] 


Police Chief Orders Probe Into Izingolweni 


MB2612205795 Johannesburg SAPA in En, . 1 
2049 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Dec 26 SAPA — 
Police Commissioner George Fivaz on Tuesday [26 De- 
cember] ordered an investigation into the recent Izingol- 
weni, Port Shepstone, massacre. Fivaz, who has inter- 
rupted his leave to attend to the KwaZulu/Natal violence 
and flood crisis, told SAPA an independent investiga- 
tion team would leave Pretoria for Port Shepstone on 
Wednesday to probe murd=: vases following the mas- 
sacre. 


He said he was “extremely concerned” by allegations 
police failed to prevent violence in the Port Shepstone 
area. 


"I am extremely concerned about allegations that police 
did not respond timeously enough to prevent the ras- 
sacre,” Fivaz said. 


Fivaz on Wednesday would meet Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki, Safety and Security Minister Sydney 
Mufamadi and KwaZulu/Natal Premier Frank Mdlalose 
to discuss independent investigations into the killings. 


He said a team of investigators would be led by 
B Engelbrecht, director of the South African Police 
Services [SAPS] Crime Investigation Division. 


Commenting on floods that have ravaged the province, 
Fivaz said he would take "every possible step" to render 
police assistance to the victims. 


He has ordered that: 


— all assistance from other provinces be made available 
to KwaZulu/Naial. This included the deployment of the 
National Task Force, police divers, and helicopters to 
the flood-hit areas. 


— and a special assessment of community needs in the 
areas be done. 


Fivaz said: "Tents as well as all unit 19 members 
in Pretoria will be made available for duty in the 
flood areas. I have instructed that SAPS render every 
maximum assistance possible to KwaZuiu/Natal.” 


is report may contain copyrig‘ited material. Ccpying and dissemination 
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Armed (ang Kills 7 on Christmas Day in E. Cape 


MB2712072195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2133 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Umtata Dec 26 SAPA — An 
armed gang killed seven people on Christmas day near 
Mount Frere in the Eastern Cape, police said on Tuesday 
[26 December]. 


According to spokesman Capt Monde Nqadini, the gang 
armed with AK-47 assault rifles, 9m pistols and knives 
struck at Mbombo and Mgantsho near Mount Frere. 


At Mgantsho they entered a house and killed a 65- 
year-old man, his 59-year-old wife, and their son. The 
attackers also shot and injured an 11-month-old baby, 
who was admitted to Mary Teresa Hospital in a critical 
condition. 

Minutes after leaving the house, the gunmen shot and 
killed a 30-year-old man whom they encountered on the 
road. They then went to Mbombo where they shot and 
killed a 49-year-old man and his wife. They also stabbed 
a man to death with a knife. 


Ngadini said the motive for the murders was not yet 
known. Nc one had been arrested yet. 


In other incidents on Citistmas day: 


— Two boys died after fighting with knives at Mab- 
hobho near Mount Frere. 


— Three people were shot and axed to death in a faction 
fight between residents of Chana and Mantusini in the 
Phumlo administrative area near Lusikisiki. Another 
three were injured and admitted to St Elizabeth's 
Hospital in a stable condition. 


— A man was killed during an argument at a party ia 
Qumbu and another was shot and killed at Msigaba. 


Premier Says Corrupt Police Threaten Stability 
MB2212133395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed text] Mpumalanga Premier Mathews 
Phosa says corrupt policemen are intca.i on destabilizing 
the new South Africa. The SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation] yesterday revealed that it 
was in possession of documentation implicating senior 
police officers in illegal arms trade from Mozambique to 
South Africa, as well as plots to assassinate Mr. Phosa. 


[Begin Phosa recording) The sudden upsurge of car 
hijackings with police involved, arms smuggling with 
police involved, is a form of destabilization of society. 
We need to read it very closely and say in what 
direction, who is sponsoring it? The fact that police are 
involved in smuggling weapons of war and destabilizing 
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society, hijacking cars, and their involvement there, 
some of them, is a very serious thing to happen. I 
think it is counterrevolution in the making. They want to 
destabilize, and they can later say: No, this government 
cannot govern, Mandela cannot govern. [end recording} 


Mr. Phosa again urged National Commissioner George 
Fivaz, who he said had been fully briefed on the matter, 
to act as a matter of urgency. 


Mpumalanga MEC on Alleged Plot To Kill Phosa 


MB2312182395 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 23 Dec 95 p3 


(Report by Jovial Rantao] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Policemen based in 
Mpumalanga and a Gauteng-based former Civil 
Co-operation Bureau member have been implicated in 
plots to murder Mpumalanga Premier Mathews Phosa 
and his Safety and Security MEC [member of the 
Executive Council] Steve Mabona. 


Mabona told the SATURDAY STAR that the policemen 
had trained eight black men to use in the assassination. 
The policemen then planned to kill the hitman once 
Phosa was dead. He identified the three policemen but, 
on the basis of legal advice, the SATURDAY STAR is 
withholding their names. 


President Nelson Mandela, Safety and Security Minis- 
ter Sydney Mufamadi and Police Commissioner George 
Fivaz have been given details of the alleged assassina- 
tion plans. 


Mabona said the murder plot was linked to arms- 
smuggling between Mpumalanga and Mozambique. He 
said Mpumalanga police investigators went as far as 
Gaza province in Mozambique to gather information 
and evidence on the alleged plots and arms smuggling. 


The MEC has also raised concern that his recommen- 
dation to Fivaz that the implicated policemen should be 
suspended until an investigation proved them innocent 
or guilty was not heeded. "I recommended the immedi- 
ate suspension of the policemen over two months ago 
and to date nothing has been done,” he said. 


A spokesman for Fivaz, Supt Leah Shibambo, confirmed 
that investigations were under way but refused to 
disclose their progress. She referred the SATURDAY 
STAR to a recent statement issued by Fivaz on the 
matter. In that statement, Fivaz said he had instructed 
the chief of the Crime Investigation Service to launch a 


thorough probe into the allegations. 


Mabona said that according to a source, Phosa was to be 
killed because he "knew too much and is clever, cruel 


porte td penne nage 


material. 
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and seeks revenge". The other reason Phosa was marked 

for death was a belief by the alleged conspirators tr 

_ would avenge and dismiss all policemen who » + wa © 
to kill him in 1985 when he was still a me ~><r of 

Umkhonto weSizwe [Spear of the Nation — ‘- 

armd wing of the ANC). 


Phosa and his intelligence structure’s main source was 
two former Thiid Force operatives who were part of 
the assassination plot. One of them, Jerry Lukhele, 
who revealed the murder plot in April, was arreste:! 
and charged with perjury by policemen appointed to 
investigate his statements. The charge was dismissed 
by a Piet Relief magistrate, and Lukhele was released 
and is in hiding. 

Lukhele said that the first time the group came close 
to killing Phosa was on September 29 last year, when 
Phosa was invited to open a shopping complex in 
Secunda. 


Cn that day, would-be assassins armed with rifles and 
Makarov pistols were about 15m from Phosa waiting 
to strike. Lukhele said the large number of people who 
attended the ceremony made it impossible to carry out 
the mission. 


The second attempt was on February 2 this year at 
the Kriel colliery near Witbank. According to Lukhele, 
gunmen were scheduled to shoot Phosa as he walked 
around with mine executives. A sixth-sense decision by 
Phosa to deviate from the planned route is believed to 
have scuttled the plans. 


The third attempt on Phosa’s life was to be made 
on April 8 at Watervalboven. Lukhele said that two 
days before the attempt, he and seven Third Force 
colleagues were driven to a place called Squamans, a 
camp formerly used by the internal stability unit. At the 
camp, Lukhele and his colleagues were allegedly met by 
a brigadier and a colonel. On April 7 they were taken 
to an SA [South Africa] National Defence Force camp 
in Mbuzini, near the Mozambique border, where they 
were given military training. 


At the camp, Luknele said, he and his colleagues were 
introduced as "crime investigating detectives” searching 
for stolen vehicles. It was from this camp that Lukhele 
broke away fror. the group and reported the plan to 
the privincial ministry of safety and security and was 
handed to the police. 


After interrogation sessions, police said Lukhele was 
mentally ill, a claim which was dismissed by a medical 
doctor. Lukhele said there were attempts by police to 
poison him while he was held at an Mpumalanga police 
station. 
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The fourth attempt on Phosa’s life was revealed to him 
by the Crime Intelligence Service, which said it had 
received evidence that right-wing individuals wit AWB 
[Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement] links were planning to murder him by 
sabotaging his car. 


Mabona was to be eliminated because he wanted to 
move police headquarters from Middelburg to Nelspruit 
and allegedly wanted to get rid of senior policemen 
implicated in hit-squad activities and other crimes. 


Mbeki Comments on RDP Successes, Goals 


MB2212174495 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 22 Dec 95 pp 12-13 


[Report on interview with Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki by unidentified correspondent "last week"; place 
not given} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] When the ANC cast its trans- 
formation policy into the public domain for scrutiny 
and criticism as it entered government 20 months ago, 
it drew harsh responses. 


It could not be faulted on its objectives, from whichever 
side of the political spectrum one examined it. 


But the policy was shot down as utopian and one that 
could not possibly be sustained given the magnitude 
of the shifts it demanded in the political, social and 
economic spheres. 


Twenty months into democratic rule, mixed report cards 
will pronounce on the success rate achieved. Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki last week offered the ANC’s 
assessment and launched directly into tabulating an 
impressive list of a achievements. 


Conceding that none of it was without difficulties and 
tensions, Mbeki pointed to record low levels of inflation, 
economic growth poised to surpass three percent next 
year, continuing stability in the government of national 
unity and tongible evidence of delivery in the area of 
reconstruction and development as evidence of progress. 


Mbeki said he was particularly pleased with the "volunie 
of legisiation of a transformative nature” which govern- 
ment had processed and passed. 


"I'm talking particularly about legislation that sought to 
change the cuuntry — for example the Education Act, 
the Labour Relations Act (LRA) , the Police Act and 
legislation setting up a new intelligence service with a 
new framework and a new code of conduct,” he said. 


Mbeki also cited progress in the area of policy formu- 
lation saying a number of White Papers have been pub- 
lished, especially in the area of defence and public ser- 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
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vice restructuring. Government has also published de- 
tails of its investigations into a nationa! health insurance 
scheme and legislation in all these areas could follow 
next year. 

In almost everyone of these areas, the shift from 
apartheid has been marked but it did uot always 
enjoy unbridled support. Disquiet continues to surround 
government preferences in the area of defence policy 
and health insurance. 


Not everyone was pleased with the Police Act either — 
or for that matter with the LRA, Education Act and 
even the new statute governing national intelligence. 
Even then, few would challenge the fact that despite 
deficiencies in these laws and policy positions, they 
represent a notable and sometimes radical shift away 
from apartheid. 


"In terms of the (legislative dimension) process of 
transformation of the country, we believe this year has 
produced some important steps forward," Mbeki said. 
Mbeki was particularly upbeat about the economic 
turnaround recorded this year, but conceded that much 
morc was needed. “It is clear that this growth rate of 
three percent is not what we desire — we need a much 
higher growth rate but it is an achievement, especially 
given all manner of uncertainties that continue to be 
expressed,” he said. 

Also positive has been the decline in the rate of inflation, 
Mbeki says. Tough Reserve Bank monetary policy no 
Goubt achieved part of its objective of forcing the rate 
of inflation down to its lowest in more than 20 years. 


While few would dispute the significance of the eco- 
nomic growth achieved this year, not everyone would 
agree that the Bank’s tough monetary measures, cred- 
ited with the decline in inflation, which Mbeki saw as 
positive, has worked in the interest of the country’s job- 
less millions. 


Strict monetary policies will no doubt be blamed for 
the growth rate being restricted to three percent, and 
therefore for the limited improvement in the employ- 
meni situation. At best, a three percent growth rate will 
absorb no more than about 100,000 workers. 


This is far from the growth necessary to absorb more 
than 300,000 new entrants to the labour market each 
year and the many millions of unemployed. 

For Mbeki though, the economic growth represents a 
vote of confidence in the country and that in itself 
is positive. He attributed the growth to a relatively 
significant inflow of foreign capital. 

"It (economic growth) is in good measure fuelled by 
new investment and had we not nad a significant inflow 
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of foreign capital, we would have had serious problems 
now." Investment by both international and domestic 
investors represents a vote of confidence in the country, 
Mbeki argued. 


Not everyone would agree and some have already 
argued that the foreign capital has flooded mainly in 
the form of speculative investment which could flow 
Out just as fast as it came in. 


Mbeki maintains that the country would need a growth 
rate of at least six percent and adds that growth will 
have to be driven by new investment, particularly in 
manufacturing. 


Investment in manufacturing, however, will have to 
be complemented by favourable terms for trade with 
markets like the European community. 


Restruciuring of state assets, Mbeki said, is an important 
element of state assets has as one of its objectives the 
growth of the economy and the creation of more jebs. 


Trade unions, however, will continue to disagree with 
Mbeki on whether privatisation will in fact generate 
growth and niore jobs. 


Of great concern to the labour movement is the potential 
for job losses that government's privatisation strategy 
holds. Government’s handling of the sensitive restruc- 
turing debate has not been impressive. It has drawn al- 
legations of dishonesty and trade unions say it violated 
undertakings given to workers. 


The achievements listed by Mbeki by no means signal 
the end of the economic challenge. Skewed budget 
priorities, which continue to ensure that 91 percent of 
the national Budget is spent on servicing the R250- 
billion (rands} debt inherited from the past, salaries and 
welfare grants, need urgent attention. 


For as long as this distortion continues to siphon 
resources away from capital expenditure, government 
will remain with relatively few options to generate 
growth of more than three percent. 


Mbeki agrees saying expenditure patterns have to 
change. “As far as the state Budget is concerned, there 
is very little expenditure on the capital account — the 
bulk of it goes to current expenditure which does not 
contribute to growth. 


"We are working on that to ensure that more is spent 
on building new schools, clinics and roads," he said. 


Government intended its RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] fund to be used as a tool to 
leverage spending away from consumption towards 
Capital expenditure. 
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While the 1995/96 Budget reflected some changes to 
spending patterns, it has not been enough. 


According to the RDP Ministry, government’s alloca- 
tion to the RDP fund for the 1996/97 year will increase 
to R7.5-billion. 


Measured against the R2.5-billion set aside in the 1994/ 
95 Budget, this represents a relatively important shift. 


That, however, is only one measure of the success 
government has achieved in directing expenditure away 
from consumption to capital projects. 


Government has on numerous occasions said that the 
RDP Fund was designed as an essential tool to leverage 
changes to spending patterns in each of the line min- 
istries so that the entire Budget eventually represents an 
RDP fund. 


That, however, could take at least 10 years or more to 
achieve. For now though, the RDP Ministry says that in 
reviewing the 1995/96 Budget, "it becomes clear that if 
it were not for the RDP fund, we would have achieved 
even less progress in making sure that government 
spending begins to serve the majority of our people”. 


Progress, however, has not been what most would have 
desired. The housing budget, for example, was allocated 
substantially more funds than in previous years — 
increasing by almost 80 percent in 1995/96 — relatively 
little has been spent. 


As at October this year, R4.32-billion remained unspent. 
At the end of the third quarter of this year, only 
11,000 houses had been built and an estimated 200,000 
subsidies had been approved. 


And government concedes that it has made mistakes but 
as Jay Naidoo, Minister in charge of the RDP puts it: 


“Naturally, we have not managed everything perfectly 
— we are also learning — and have faced a lot of 
criticism —- we are prepared to learn from the mistakes”. 
And implementation of the RDP has been a learning 
process. 


Government’s Presidential Lead Projects (PLPs) high- 
lighted some of the difficulties that reconstruction and 
development faced. 


Some of these difficulties, such as working with a “bu- 
reaucracy unaccustomed to integrated project manage- 
ment, especially in the absence of democratic local 
government" meant that virtually all government RDP 
projects were hit by unexpected delays. 

But the RDP office is now confident that it has found the 
tools to overcome the problems plaguing the PLPs and 


that many have taken off, translating into improvements 
in the lives of millions. 
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While the debate on monetary policy is hardly likely to 
reach finality, it is tangible delivery in line with recon- 
struction and development targets by which government 
will be judged most harshly. 


Mbeki appeared confident that government had made 
substantial progress on the RDP front. He says progress 
is evident in the Katorus triangle bound by the East 
Rand townships of Vosloorus, Katlehong and Tokoza. 


"We have something in the order of 300 water projects 
around the country which have a completion date of 
about 18 months and which will delivery clean water to 
about three-and-a-half million people who have never 
had access to clean water in the past," Mbeki says. 


No doubt, government's RDP has delivered impressive 
results, which are more elaborately detailed by the RDP 
Ministry itself, which holds up the Katorus PLP as an 


example of progress. 


"The R3-billion Katorus PLP, one of the biggest urban 
renewal projects underway in the country, is an example 
of the success achieved by the PLPs countrywide," the 
ministry says, adding that: 


— one third of the R3-billion allocated to Katorus PLP, 
made up of 135 small projects, has already been spent; 


— numerous telephones — linked to emergency ser- 
vices — are being installed and will create full-time 
employment for about 180 Katorus residents; 


— most of the 17 new satellite policc stations are 
already operational; 


— one of the most successful low-cost housing schemes 
is operational with around 80 homes being completed 
each month by contractors drawn from the community; 


— the project to upgrade violence-wrecked hostels is 
between 60 and 80 percent complete, with upwards of 
200 hostel residents employed to help in the construc- 
tion; 


— by the end of this month, more than 2,200 sites in 
Phola Park will be serviced; and 


— 459 high mast lights and 2,155 street lights have 
been repaired. 


This has resulted in increased political stability and a 
welcome decline in crime levels in the Katorus area, 
Naidoo points out. 


According to his ministry, comparative statistics from 
police in the area point to a notable turnaround in crimes 
rates from an average 140 cases of murder a month in 
1993 to 23 in 1995. Armed robbery has declined from 
197 cases in 1993 to 97 for this year so far. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Government says progress has also been recorded in the 
water affairs, education, public works and safety and 
security ministries. 

An estimated 300 projects, valued at about R888-million 
and targeted to benefit 3.5-million people, have been 
initiated by the water affairs department. 


Municipal services and bulk infrastructure projects 
worth R1.5-billion have also been started. Govern- 
ment’s primary school nutritional programme is said to 
have benefited about 6.8 million children. 


There has also been an estimated four-fold increase in 
the number of patients seeking medical care following 
the launch of the free health care project for pregnant 
mothers and children under six. 


“An estimated 2.7 million people in 378,000 homes had 
electricity for the first time, and in excess of 4,000 
families have benefited from the land restitution and 
land redistribution programmes being implemented by 
the Department of Land Affairs," Naidoo says. 


More than 28,000 jobs have been created through almost 
390 projects of the Department of Public Works. 
While these achievements are significant, it needs to be 
pointed out that in some instances, such as in the area of 
water reticulation and electricity, progress has occurred 
where the capacity for delivery has always existed. 


The RDP’s successes are further tempered by reports 
of corruption relating to the primary school nutritional 
scheme. It was reported earlier this year that in six of 
the nine provinces, police were investigating allegations 
of corruption and that raises pertinent questions about 
the exact measure of success achieved with the feeding 
scheme. 


Government’s Masakhane [mutual construction] Cam- 
paign, aimed at increasing community responsibility and 
accountability with respect to the RDP campaign, has 
also not been a great success. And although demo- 
Cratically elected local government structures are now 
in place, there are few signs that the culture of non- 
payment for services has changed. 


More successful was the management of crises that 
confronted the government of national unity. And this is 
evident in the political stability throughout the country, 
with the exception of KwaZulu/Natal. 


Mbeki says one of the central motivations for forging a 
partnership in government was to achieve the greatest 
degree of stability. 

To that extent, government can certainly claim success, 


especially when examined against the fact that rightwing 
violence has ceased almost altogether and except for the 
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recent conflict in Phola Park, the once violence-torn East 
Rand has also returned to stability. 


And equally important measure of the success with 
which the GNU [government of national unity] has held 
together is the consensus between rival parties on sen- 
Sitive issues such as the Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission, and the Police Act. Differences on the Educa- 
tion Act, while warranting concern, has not threatened 
the GNU. 


Mbeki said the conditions which necessitated the GNU 
still exist, which in turn suggests that the coalition will 
continue to come under pressure in the new year. 


With consensus on the final constitution still some way 
off, the stability evident for most of this year will be 
severely tested next year. 


Cabinet Members’ Performance Assessed 


MB2212170195 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 22 Dec-4 Jan 95 pp 4-5, 12 


[Compiled by Anton Harber] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cabinet members are assessed 
only on their performance in government — not on 
their party leadership or conduct outside Parliament (i.e. 
barging into live TV studios is not taken into account). 
They are rated on a scale of one to 10. Ten means they 
should have the job for life; one means they should 
be fired at dawn; five means they haven't achieved too 
much, but also haven’t done too much damage. (The 
figure in brackets is the rating we gave Cabinet members 
in April, when — with few exceptions — they had been 
in office for a year.) 

Nelson Mandela 

President 

9.5 (Previous scorecard, April 1995: 9.5) The growing 
tendency to treat the president as a living saint doesn’t 
do him or his government any good. So we searched 
long and hard for signs that he was not perfect. We 
found one: his reluctance to undertake a minor but 
necessary Cabinet reshuffle, even though he himself 
was embarrassed by the Foreign Affairs Ministry over 


Nigeria and some of the ministries most important to 
his government programme are moving too slowly. 


Thabo Mbeki 
First Deputy President 
4 (6) 


The de facto prime minister is pulled in too many 
directions to focus on any one thing for long enough. 
And when he does, he hasn’t always got it right. He 
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misread Nigeria — perhaps the most serious error of the 
new government — and earlier in the year he bungled, 
both the Allan Boesak and Winnie Mandela affairs. He 
remains a wily politician, systematically arming himself 
with the two essential weapons of modern politics: a 
support base among particular groups (such as women, 
who've been promised all future Cabinet appointments) 
and plenty of air miles. 

FW de Klerk 

Deputy President 

4 (4) 


De Klerk is one of the very few people for whom 
Mandela shows dislike, even contempt. But that’s the 
least of the former president’s problems. His biggest is 
the truth commission, largely because truth has never 
been a strong point of the National Party. After that 
comes the fact that his usefulness in the Government 
of National Unity has a time limit on it, and thereafter 
he will be leader of a party doomed to opposition and 
internal division. All of which makes him an unusual 
phenomenon: a man whose past is as uncertain as his 
future. 


Kader Asmal 
Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry 
8.5 (8.5) 


Who would have thought that water affairs could be so 
interesting, Archbishop Desmond Tutu recently asked. 
It took this diminutive and energetic intellectual to make 
it so. He can show solid progress towards bringing the 
number of people without running water down from 
11-million and has won kudos for a campaign to get 
rid of aliens (trees, that is) in a way which also creates 
opportunities for the unemployed. Not content with that, 
the hyperactive professor chaired a special committee on 
arms sales policy, earned the sobriquet "Dr Clean” for 
his work on parliamentary ethics, and played a central 
role on almost every other tough Cabinet issue. A bottle 
of the minister’s favourite brand of Irish whiskey goes 
to anyone who can find an issue on which he does not 


have an opinion, forcibly expressed. 
Sibusiso Bengu 

Minister of Education 

3 (4) 


There has been some movement in education, but not 
nearly enough and not nearly fast enough. Bengu has 
announced a state loan scheme for tertiary education; 
the Hunter report into the organisation, governance 
and funding of schools is complete and the National 
Qualifications Framework is in place. But his National 
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Education Policy Bill is running into political trouble 
and parents and teachers are as confused as ever about 
his policies. He has also threatened intervention at Wits 
University. Isi.’t it time for the good minister to take a 
long sabbatical? 


Pik Botha 
Minister of Mineral and Energy Affairs 
5 (3) 


Having realised that bluster and bombast are not enough 
to get by in the new South Africa, Botha has learnt his 
new portfolio and now appears to be on top of the issues. 
That is, he has iearnt that minerals are not just about the 
kind of water you mix with your brandy, and energy 
can be put to constructive use. He gets a neutral five 
because he has stopped doing much harm, and there’s 
even a chance he might do some good. 


Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
Minister of Home Affairs 
5 (5) 


That Buthelezi is still in the Cabinet is achievement 
enough. His department appears to run with reasonable 
efficiency in his absence, since he is — in spirit at least 
— spending most of his time in Ulundi. In his favour 
is the way he has pursued a new Publications Control 
Bill; his draft may be flawed, but he has seen it through 
an extensive consultative process. In the negative he 
has not given much clear leadership on how to deal 
with illegal immigrants. He has made it hard for highly 
skilled Northern hemisphere types to get in, but had 
little effect on those ducking under the border fence. 


Dawie de Villiers 
Minister of Environment and Tourism 
5.5 (5) 


De Villiers got off to a bad start when, in the manner he 
learnt in the rugby teams and mediocre cabinets of the 
past, he developed a reputation for non-consultation. He 
was never as good at tackling the issues as he was at 
tackling fly-halfs. But recently he has corrected course, 
having agreed to a full commission of inquiry into toxic 
waste policy and launched a full consultation. 


Chris Fismer 
Minister of General Services 
6 (just appointed at time of last survey) 


By all accounts, this minister has won the respect of 
his peers and his rivals. As his title suggests, nobody 
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is sure what his job is, but whatever it is, he’s doing it 
reasonably well. 

Derek Hanekom 

Minister of Land Affairs 

8 (9) 


Nobody has steered through more important legislation 
than Hanekom, with his series of Bills on land reform 
and land tenancy and the creation of the land court. 
Implementation, on the other hand, may prove harder. 
Hanekom is the best travelled minister, at least within 
the country, having criss-crossed South Africa in his 
ministerial 4X4 to interact directly with people on the 
ground. 


Pallo Jordan 
Minister of Posts and Telecommunications 
5 (5) 


The inscrutable Jordan has continued to avoid the public 
eye, though he plays a strong behind-the-scenes role in 
the Cabinet. He is our virtual minister, having launched 
his Green Paper in cyberspace and because much of 
his portfolio is out of his hands — he quite rightly 
has an arms-length attitude to the Post Office, Telkom 
[Telecommunications Corporation), the SABC (South 
African Broadcasting Corporation) and the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority. 

Chris Liebenberg 

Minister of Finance 


7(7) 


If his role was to be the banker, he has done it well, 
laying a solid fiscal foundation on which others can 
build the Reconstruction and Development Programme 
[RDP]. He has formed a strong, if unlikely, threesome 
with deputy minister Alec Erwin and parliamentary 
committee chair Gil Marcus and maintained his cred- 
ibility with the international and business communities. 
He lacks the flourish of his predecessor Derek Keys — 
but then he is a banker. 


Mac M 
Ministe: 
5 (5) 


Shortly after his appointment, Little Mac scored a public 
relations coup when it emerged that he was using 
public transport in disguise in order to get to know 
the field. Now his military experience will tell him 
that this is an unwise approach because of the danger 
of being caught in a minor war. He has tackled this 
taxi violence problem with a long-term view, based on 


nsport 
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awful, military-style strategy rather than any search for 
a quick fix. Meanwhile, passengers are getting shot up. 


Trevor Manuel 
Minister of Trade and Industry 
8 (7) 


This energetic minister has given strong leadership on 
industrial and trade policies, surrounded himself with a 
strong team and made a powerful impact. Fortunately, 
he is not being judged as leader of the National 
Assembly, a job for which he would have been the only 
minister to get below-zero marks. 


Tito Mboweni 
Minister of Labour 
9 (9) 


The youthful Mboweni steered through Parliament the 
most important single bit of legislation — the complex 
new Labour Relations Act — against all the odds. 
His Act may be flawed (only time will really tell), 
but he won the support of all the role players for 
his strongly social democratic vision. He also has 
surrounded himself with strong individuals and has 
scored points for accessibility and openness. 


Roelf Meyer 


Minister of Constitutional Development, Provincial Af- 
fairs and Local Government 


7 (6) 


Meyer’s stock has gone up since the largely successful 
local government elections. He may be unpopular with 
his own party, but he can’t be faulted for getting on 
with the job in his own quiet and determined way. 
His traditional leaders remuneration Bill did run into 
trouble, but that was the result of party politics rather 
than anything he did. To get things through Cabinet, he 
depends a lot on his deputy, Valli Moosa, but enjoys a 
good relationship with him. 


Joe Modise 
Minister of Defence 
2 (3) 


This is one post in which we should welcome a weak 
minister unable to come up with a credible threat 
analysis which would justify the size and power of our 
military. This way the Cabinet can continue to shift 
resources to departments with a purpose in the new 
South Africa, like education health or water affairs. 
Don’t move, Joe — the RDP depends on it! 
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Sankie Mthembi-Nkondo Alfred Nzo 

Minister of Housing Minister of Foreign Affairs 

4 (5) 1 (2) 


This is one ministry in which progress can be measured 
with deadly accuracy. Only 11,000 houses of the five 
million promised by 1999 have been built. She can’t 
expect a high rating until more go up. Admittedly, this 
minister had to step into another’s shoes, change some 
of his policies and deal with often-recalcitrant financial 
institutions. But, hey, who said the job was going to be 
easy? 

Sydney Mufamadi 

Minister of Safety and Security 

5 (6) 


Our notes on Mufamadi’s performance were stolen. The 
matter is being investigated. Need one say more? 
Sipo Mzimela 

Minister of Correctional Services 

5 (4) 


Mzimela appears to have sprung to life in recent months, 
making a stronger impact. However, his department still 
appears to have trouble keeping serious criminals behind 
bars. Those without the wit to organise parole are able 
to escape with alarming ease. 

Jay Naidoo 

Minister without Portfolio 

5 (4) 


Ag shame! Naidoo takes all the blame for slow delivery, 
and line ministers take all the credit for speedy delivery. 
There are signs that the RDP will kick in next year in a 
significant way, so as long as he isn’t promising zero- 
based budgeting and a million houses a year he will 
be able to show progress. Until then he gets a neutral 
rating. 


Ben Ngubane 
Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology 
7 6) 


The scientists are happy, having won a pile of RDP 
money to promote their cause. Artists are always more 
difficult, but his advisory ng Actag has reported 


If there is a glaring lacuna in our new government, it is 
the lack of a coherent, effective foreign policy to take 
advantage of our potential continental, and even world, 
leadership and exploit all the goodwill out there. Isn’t 
there a quiet diplomatic posting for the good minister 
who has given many years of faithful service to the 
African National Congress, preferably in a peaceful 
country which does not do much trade? 


Dullah Omar 
Minister of Justice 
9 (9) 


This ministry faces a myriad of tough issues, and Omar 
has confronted them all head on. His truth commission 
may be flawed, but it is up and running, and he has 
tackled juvenile punishment, bail conditions, crime, 
affirmative action on the bench, the split bar, and a 
range of other human rights and justice issues with 
an unparalleled drive and determination. To give him 
a high rating is only, ahem, just. 


Jeff Radebe 
Minister of Public Works 
5 (6) 


Shouldn’t this department play a more central role in the 
RDP? Since noisily firing his director-general, Radebe 
has gone quiet. 

Stella Sigcau 

Minister of Public Enterprises 

5 (4) 

This minister has moved on privatisation, which is 
her major task, though she could have moved more 
swiftly and been firmer in articulating the arguments in 
favour of it and ensuring it all went through the proper 
processes to limit opposition. 

Zola Skweyiya 

Minister of Public Service and Administration 

4 (5) 


Skweyiya had to wait months for the Public Service 
Commission to approve appointments to his own de- 
partment, proving to anyone who may still doubt it that 
he has not yet asserted authority over the institution 
which is the biggest single obstacle to change. Ask any 
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new civil servant or minister whom they hate most in 
the world, and they will name this commission, which 
has held up every appointment, every restructuring, ev- 
ery new post, without having stemmed the growth of the 
public service. Radical surgery is needed — such as get- 
ting rid of the commission altogether — and Skweyiya 
will get higher points when he wields the scalpel. But 
first, he will have to get the commission’s permission 
to buy one. 


Steve Tshwete 

Minister of Sport 

6 (5) 

Perhaps all sport needs is an avuncular figure to turn up 


at the stadiums and to mediate conflicts when 
they occur. If that is the case Uncle Steve has done it 
well. 


Kraal van Niekerk 
Minister of Agriculture 
5 (4) 


Well, you can’t blame him for the drought, can you? Or 
for the floods. 
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Heavy Rains Cause Floods, Deaths, Damage 
MB2412202695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 24 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Heavy rains in the Western 
Cape have resulted in extensive flooding, and dwellings, 
including a hotel, and streets in a number of towns are 
under water. In Montague, about 150 km east of Cape 
Town, the Avalon Springs Hotel has been evacuated 
after flash floods hit the area. The owner of the hotel, 
Mr. Dieter Swaade, says the ground and first floors of 
the hotel were completely under water at the height of 
the storm. As a result, 150 guests had to cut their holiday 
short and return home. Mr. Swaade says staff are busy 
mopping up, and he expects the hotel to be closed for 
at least 10 days. 


Further west, Wellington has been struck by a severe 
hail storm, and streets and houses are flooded. A police 
spokesperson says there is a possibility that the three 
rivers that flow through the town could burst their banks, 
causing further damage. It is very cold at the town, and 
holiday resorts that are usually crowded over the festive 
perioi are almost deserted. 


At Malmesbury, the boundary wall of a house was 
washed away, and at least 20 houses and a hall were 
flooded when a storm hit the town. Residents say a 
number of the roads are impassable. No reports of 
injuries have been received, however. 


In Mpumalanga, the bodies of three of the four people 
who went missing after their vehicle was washed over 
a low-water bridge near Bethal have been found. The 
three — a five-year-old girl, a four-year-old boy, and 
an adult man — were found. The man has not yet been 
identified. Another man and the vehicle the four were 
traveling in have still to be located. 


Meanwhile, a policeman, Mr. Johan White, has been 
killed in a bus accident at Kraanspoort near Middelburg. 
The accident occurred because of the wet weather. The 
driver of the bus was slightly injured. 


A six-year-old boy lias drowned off the coast of Port 
Shepstone, after a ski-boat accident in the Umzimkulu 
River on the KwaZulu/Natal south coast. A police 
spokesperson says the child had accompanied his father 
and grandfather to the river, to try out the motor of the 
boat. They were washed out to sea in strong currents 
after their boat collided with a bridge wall. All three 
were apparently not wearing life jackets. The boy’s body 
was found almost to hours later, three miles off-shore, 
by a joint police, John Rolfe and National Sea Rescue 
Institute rescue operation. The adults were uninjured in 
the accident. 
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Pietermaritzburg Disaster Area After Flood 


MB2612163295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1619 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PETERMARITZBURG Dec 
26 SAPA — Greater Pietermaritzburg was declared 
a disaster area on Tuesday [26 December] by Local 
Government and Housing Minister Peter Miller after 
the Umsundusi River burst its banks on Monday [25 
December] night, fiooding the Edendale Valley and 
parts of the city. 


By 6pm on ‘Twesday 130 bodies were recovered of 
people who drowned in the floodwaters which also 
swept away houses, cars and trees. Police expected to 
find more bodies later on Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Although the water level was not as high as during 


the September 1987 floods, the toll and early damage 
estimates were considerably higher. 


Most of the damage done was to informal housing settle- 
ments near the Edendale Hospital. Municipal authorities 
were assessing how many people were left homeless, 
expecting the number to be over 1,000. 


Municipal services were also disrupted by the floods 
and Dambuza, Machibisa, Unit 13, Unit J, Hilton and 
Winterskloof were all without electricity on Tuesday. 
Victims took refuge at the local police station and 
community halls. 


From first light on Tuesday police and Army rescue 
teams, community organisations and volunteers started 
searching and mopping up operations. 
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Police mounted an enormous operation involving divers, 
the special water "sniffer" dog and helicopters in a 
concerted effort to find the missing people. The rain, 
which started coming down at about Spm on Monday, 
washed away about 60 houses in the Peace Valley 
area near Edendale Road. Willowfountain, Azaleea, 
Slangspruit, Imbali and Sobantu were also hit. 


In Peace Valley, all that was left in some cases was the 
concrete slab on which houses had been built. Many 
residents spent the night with relatives and others on 
high-lying areas where the water could not reach them. 
Cars parked outside houses were washed away and one 
ended up in a tree. 


On Tuesday morning the survivors at the area were 
searching for family members who were washed away, 
and sifting through the debris to find their belongings 
and clothing. The area was littered with rubble, sheets 
of corrugated iron, heavy logs, sticks and rocks. 


Area committee members briefed parliamentarians 
Blade Nzimande, Yusuf Bhamijjee and Mayor Rob 
Haswell, who toured the disaster area. 


A statement released by Nzimande on behalf of the 
Tripartite Alliance (African National Congress, South 
African Communist Party and Congress of South 
African Trade Unions) and South African National 
Civics Organisation in Pietermaritzburg expressed "our 
profound sorrow at the loss of life and property". The 
alliance also committed itself "to doing everything 
possible to assist the victims of the flood and to work 
with all communities towards that end." 
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Angola 
Dos Santos, Savimbi To Meet in Angola 4 Jan 


LD2612172895 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 
in Portuguese to Europe 1130 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The next meeting between Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi has already been 
agreed upon. It will be on 4 January and will take place 
in Namibe Province. Let us hear more about it from 
Paulo Juliao: 


(Juliao) Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and 
Jonas Savimbi, leader of UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola}, have already agreed 
on a date and place for their next meeting. It will be held 
in Angola’s Namibe Province on 4 January, and it will 
be the first meeting of the two Angolan leaders in their 
own country since the war resumed in 1992. 


There will be two main items on the agenda — namely, 
the date of Savimbi’s return to Luanda, where he will be 
appointed deputy president of Angola, and the naming 
of UNITA MPs and of some of its leaders to posts in 
the government of national unity. 


In order to prepare for this meeting, Eduardo dos Santos, 
Jonas Savimbi, and the peace process observers, will be 
going to Bailundo tomorrow. 


UN’s Beye Meets UNITA Leadership in Bailundo 


MB2212201695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Alioune Blondin Beye, special 
representative of the UN secretary general in Angola, 
met the leadership of the National Union for the To- 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] in Bailundo to- 
words indistinct]. He was accompanied by Major 
val Valery Sibanda, commander of the UN Angola 
Verification Mission-3. Present for UNITA were Sec- 
retary General Lukamba Paulo Gato, Ambassadors Isa- 
ias Samakuva and Abel Chivukuvuku [words indistinct] 
Generals Altino Bango Sapalalo and Demostenes Amos 
Chilingutila. 


Sources close to the UNITA secretary general say the 
two-hour meeting took place within the framework of 
a series of meetings UNITA has decided to hold with 
its partners in the peace process because of the crisis 
caused by the Luanda government’s offensive against 
UNITA positions in the Soyo region, Zaire Province. 


Further on Beye Meeting 


MB2212204895 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Alioune Blondin Beye, special 
representative of the UN secretary general in Angola, 
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was in Bailundo today, where he met the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola’s [UNITA] 
leadership on the peace process. He did not, however, 
talk to UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi. 


On the meeting’s results, Alioune Blondin Beye said he 
prefers to wait and see. 


Alioune Blondin Beye returned to Luanda this afternoon 
after meeting the UNITA leadership on issues related to 
the Angolan peace process, which has been experiencing 
bad moments in the past few days. Alioune Blondin 
Beye said he was in Bailundo but did not taik to Jonas 
Savimbi. 

(Begin recording] [Beye, in French with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese] I return happy but 
I would like to speak like Saint Thomas: I will believe 
when I see. So let us all wait and see. 


(Unidentified correspondent] Mr. Beye, UNITA issued 
a communique accusing the United Nations of not 
cooperating with UNITA to evacuate children and old 
people from Jamba. What is your comment? 


(Beye) If you concur, I will speak about this issue 
when I meet the press as scheduled. I would not like to 
speak much about the past, especially since we talked 
positively about this issue today. [end recording] 


On the possible meeting between President Jose Ed- 
uardo dos Santos and UNITA’s Jonas Savimbi, Alioune 
Blondin preferred to remain cautious. 


{Begin Beye recording] I already have said that we 
should wait and see if the decisions from the two 


previous meetings will materialize. I prefer this method 
to making announcements and then having problems in 
the future. In brief, we should be patient, but that will 
not be for long. [end recording] 


Mozambique 
Chissano’s ‘Family, Christmas Day’ Message 


MB2412170895 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 24 Dec 95 


("Family and Christmas Day" message from President 
Joaquim Chissano] 

(FBIS Translated Text] For the fourth consecutive year 
we will celebrate 25 December — Family and Christmas 
Day — in peace and harmony in the country. The date is 
an occasion to reflect upon the importance of upholding 
basic family values. We would like, therefore, to join 
all those who mark the occasion the world over. 


This year the celebrations are particularly important, be- 


cause they take place a year after free, multiparty elec- 
tions, in which Mozambicans elected a president and 


. t may t . copyrighted { * j. Cr * and di . ti 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-248 
27 December 1995 


a party they trusted. The government that came out of 
the elections is, in terms of its pledges and responsibil- 
ities, committed to gearing the country toward suitable 
solvtions that will enable Mozambique to overcome its 
serious shortcomings. 


We believe in justice and work, and we trust the 
future. Despite the countless constraints, we have not 
wavered. We believe in the strength of the people 
and communities that form part of our society. We 
believe that only through close cooperation with those 
communities will we be able to successfully overcome 
the major problems we face today. Likewise, we believe 
the time will come when all Mozambicans have the 
opportunity to celebrate this occasion in a dignified 
manner. 


This anniversary is a special day for the whole Chris- 
tian community. On this occasion I would like to salute 
all Mozambican Christians. Christmas marks the birth 
of Jesus Christ, whose teaching inspired values such as 
humanism, fraternity, love, and respect for one’s neigh- 
bors. His message and work inspire families to dedicate 
themselves to love, peace, and harmony among human 
beings. Christians should use that source of inspiration 
to promote peace and harmony among Mozambicans. 


The government salutes churches for their varied tasks 
in national reconciliation and in easing social problems. 
I believe they will continue to make their important con- 
tributions to developing the Mozambican fatherland — 
notably in education, health, assistance to needy chil- 
dren and the elderly, and other far-reaching activities. 


I would like to reiterate the government's commitment 
to working closely with all religious denominations by 
granting them the necessary assistance. I hope that peace 
and harmony will prevail in each Mozambican home 
during the festive season. It is with peace and harmony 
that we will be able to (?acquire) the energy and 
intelligence needed to meet the challenges of rebuilding 
and developing our fatherland. 


I convey to all Mozambicans my heartfelt wishes for 
a happy Family and Christmas Day. A happy festive 
season and a merry Christmas and Family Day to you 
all. 


Renamo’s Dhlakama Issues Christmas Message 


MB2412191395 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 24 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Afonso Dhlakama, president 
of the Mozambique National Resistance, Renamo, has 
issued a Christmas message. Mateus Dique, Dhlakama’s 
political assistant, called us from Beira this afternoon to 
read the message: 
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{Begin Dique recording} Renamo President Afonso 
Macacho Marceta Dhlakama salutes all Mozambicans 
from Rovuma to Maputo Rivers, and believers from the 
various denominations, wishing them a happy Christ- 
mas — in peace and joy. The Renamo president hopes 
that the occasion will be celebrated time and again with 
Mozambique in peace. He reminds Mozambicans in 
general, and Christians in particular, that we are cele- 
brating (?Christmas in) peace. The Renamo president is 
aware that countless families in the country will not be 
able to celebrate the occasion because they have nothing 
and are in financially dire straits. But with the strength 
of God, the Creator, we hope everything will improve. 
{end recording] 


Renamo Leader Addresses Rally in Chimoio 


MB2112171295 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 21 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama is visiting the 
central Province of Manica. At a rally on the outskirts 
of the city of Chimoio, Dhlakama called on people to 
react calmly to the high cost of living and to what he 
described as human rights violations. Our Chimoio cor- 
respondent Carlos Andrigo has further details. 


Addressing a rally in 7 September Ward, on the outskirts 
of the city of Chimoio, Dhlakama urged people to wait 
patiently for the 1999 general elections. The Renamo 
leader said that last year’s general multiparty elections 
were a significant step forward in the democratization 
process. Conditions have been created for people and 
Opposition parties to participate in the democratization 
of state institutions according to the rule of law, 
Dhlakama said. 


Dhlakama told the people that the elections were won 
by his brother Chissano and the Mozambique Liberation 
Front Party. Dhlakama said his visits to the provinces 
have given him the opportunity to understand the 
Situation facing the Mozambican people and added: 


[Begin Dhlakama recording] I would like to ask people 
to trust the opposition, to trust Dhlakama. I am now 
very well informed about the country’s situation. This 
is my final province, and I am now well informed. I 
can now tell President Chissano: My brother, there is 
no such a thing as a better future. Your government is 
inoperative. [end recording] 


Renamo Condemns Government’s ‘Bad Behavior’ 
MB2112061895 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 20 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Mozambique National Re- 
sistance [Renamo] has again accused the government of 
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bad behavior in some parts of the country. This is con- 
tained in a communique issued by the Renamo National 
Council day. 

According to the communique, on 15 December, the 
Rapid Intervention Police and State Information and 
Security Service members invaded the Renamo radio 
station in Dombe, seizing a radio transmitter, a genera- 
tor, and two broken radio transmitters. The communique 
says there is an atmosphere of instability in Dombe. 
Renamo members have been arbitrarily arrested and ac- 
cused of cooperating with Chimwenijes [little lights — 
alleged Zimbabwean insurgents]. 

The communique signed by Renamo Secretary General 
Francisco Xavier also says that the charges against 
Renamo Mapulanguene representative Zacarias Ngulele, 
accused of possessing 27 veapons, were fabricated. It 
said efforts to have him released were unsuccessful. 


The communique says all these actions are designed 
to undermine Afonso Dhlakama’s successes in his 
provincial visits. It called on the government to play 
fair. 


Government Briefs Parliament on IMF, Customs 


MB2112121295 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(Passages within quotation marks recorded] 
(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Finance Minister Tomas 


Salomao has dotted the i’s: Customs will not be 
privatized. He told MP’s that customs will be managed 


by a private company. 


{Salomao] "Regarding the management of customs, 
we have decided that it was necessary to let it be 
managed by private agents. Like I said, the state will 
continue to own and oversee customs. Such agents 
will be responsible for inspecting merchandise before 
it is handed over to carriers, and their income will be 
proportional to levies collected. We have opted for this 
because we are aware that the state is unable to do 
everything at the same time." 


Tomas Salomao added that Mozambique needs to have 
an honest customs service — a vital service, though 
crippled with many problems. Customs officials have 
been accused of helping tax evasion and corruption. 


Turning to the privatization of state banks, Salomao 
said the People’s Development Bank [[BPD] and the 
Mozambique Commercia| Bank [BCM] will be priva- 
tized, noting that the measure will not harm the interests 
of Mozambicans. 


{Salomao] "The truth is that the state would require 
$80 million to stabilize the capital stock of BPD and 
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BCM, but we do not have that money. If we had 
such money, it would be channeled to education and 
health, road repairs, and other sectors as outlined in the 
government’s program of action. So in line with current 
overtures, it has become important to let other agents 
play a role in this sector, buying out some of the shares 
owned by the state. Yet, 20 percent of the shares has 
been reserved for BPD and BCM workers." 


On relations with the IMF, Salomao said nothing will 
change, adding that it will remain a necessary evil as 
long as Mozambique depends on foreign aid. 


{Salomao}] “We will resume talks with the IMF in 
February 1996 with a view to drafting the next three- 
year program. By the end of March or early April, 
we will meet with the Consultative Group. We can 
only meet with the Consultative Group once talks 
with the IMF have been finalized. The Consultative 
Group would like to know whether it can continue 
assisting Mozambique, based on what the IMF says. 
Only then can we approach the Paris Club to negotiate 
the rescheduling of Mozambique’s debt. Like I said, the 
debt and interest payable in 1996 is 1.66 billion contos. 
If our talks with the IMF are unsuccessful, we will not 
be able to meet the Paris Club. In other words, all of 
1996’s revenue would have to be used to pay our debt. 
This is something the government is opposed to and 
does not wish to follow. So we have to live with this 
necessary evil and continue to negotiate with the IMF, 
hoping that in the future conditions will probably be 
created so the country can stand on its feet, fulfilling 
the government’s program of action.” 


Asked to confirm whether the water supply board will 
be privatized, Roberto White, deputy public works 
and construction minister, said the management of the 
service will be privatized. [passage omitted] 


The workers minimum wage will be reviewed in 1996. 
The government told Parliament that it all depends on 
the country’s economic performance and the outcome 
of talks with employers and unions. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, Francis Rodrigues, deputy foreign and co- 
operation minister, said the government will not reduce 
the number of its missions. Mozambique has 20 mis- 
sions in 64 countries and international organizations. 
The deputy minister said the ministry’s budget for its 
missions abroad has not been reviewed for the past four 
years, pointing out that the cost of living abroad is high. 
She mentioned the United Nations and the OAU as an 
example, noting that at least $1 million is spent annually 
on those missions. She said the crisis stems primarily 
from budget constraints. Mozambique has no represen- 
tative in the Middle East. 
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Mozambique National Resistance MP Edgar Silva sug- 
gested that the government should reduce its missions 
in southern Africa from six to two, which the govern- 
ment rejected. 

{Rodrigues} "Our foreign policy gives priority to south- 
ern Africa. All our efforts should be geared toward that 
goal. The Southern African Development Community is 
a key regional element, and we should center our efforts 
on it to ensure a balanced [words indistinct] develop- 
ment in the region.” [passage omitted] 

Parliament heard that the Mozambique Isle bridge needs 
to be repaired to the tune of $7 million, but the 
government lacks the funds. The bridge could collapse 
unless repairs are undertaken. [passage omitted] 


Zambia 
Government Threatens To Prosecute Kaunda 


MB2612055995 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 25 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Zambia’s Movement for Multi- 
party Democracy, MMD, government of President Fred- 
erick Chiluba has threatened to waive former Presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda’s immunity ard prosecute him 
for alleged misdeeds while he was in office. In a state- 
ment, Zambia’s legal minister, Remmy Mushota, said 
the government is prepared to waive Kaunda’s immu- 
nity against prosecution. The minister was reacting to 
earlier threats by Kaunda’s United National Indepen- 
dence Party, UNIP, that Zambia will be engulfed in 
countrywide riots if the MMD tries to frustrate the for- 
mer president's bid to recapture power in next year’s 
presidential elections. 


Zimbabwe 
Proposed Constitutional Changes To Erode Rights 
MB2312170095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1139 GMT 23 Dec 95 


[Report by Jan Raath) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Harare Dec 23 SAPA — 
President Robert Mugabe has delivered a Christmas 
present to his countrymen that promises little cheer: 
a bag of proposed changes to the Constitution that 
senior lawyers and human rights organisations say 
strengthens the ruling ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front] party’s arbitrary powers 
and weakens the already seriously eroded rights of its 
citizens. 

With no public debate or forewarning, a bill to amend 


the Constitution — the 14th since the British-drafted 
document became law at Zimbabwe's independence in 
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1980 — was published last week, with 15 proposed 
alterations, several of them with ominous implications 
for people that the Bill of Rights and the courts will 
shortly be able to protect no more. 


"It’s a mixed bag,” said Professor Welshman Ncube of 
the University of Zimbabwe’s Law Department. "There 
are things that make the Cunsiiiuiion a little better. But 
ultimately the gains are minor in a consitutional frame- 
work which is heavily weighted against the people. They 
have continued to take away from the rights which have 
been held by the courts, invested in the people of Zim- 
babwe by the Constitution." 


The major features of the bill are to reverse a land- 
mark decision (1 Zimbabwe's internationally respected 
Supreme Court and bar a foreign man marrying a Zim- 
babwean woman from taking her citizenship, and to 
tighten the government’s powers to confiscate farmland, 
and specifically to include the ability to seize land in ur- 
ban areas. 


In August last year, three Zimbabwean women married 
to foreigners who were refused permission to live 
here and were continually harassed by immigration 
authorities, appealed to the Supreme Court. It ruled that 
the Immigration Department was violating the rights of 
the women to live in their own country by forcing their 
husbands to live abroad, and that they should have the 
same rights of residence as the foreign women married 
to Zimbabwean women [as received]. The bill to be 
tabled soon in what is widely accepted as Zimbabwe's 
rubber-stamp Parliament, cancels out the Supreme Court 
judgment. 

Ironically, the bill adds a new right to the Constitution, 
forbidding discrimination on the grounds of gender. in 
addition to the clause that outlaws race, religious and 
colour bigotry — but then it adds a clause that says that 
women with foreign husbands are exceptions to this new 
protection. “They have given on one hand, and taken 
almost everything away with the other," said Ncube. 


Even more sinister, according to Ncube, is that it 
appears that the legal drafters of the clause have planned 
to make the law backdate to before the Supreme Court 
decision. “It means that even those who had acquired 
rights (through the court ruling) won’t have any rights 
any more.” 


"There is no sense to this,” commented a Western 
diplomat. "The only possible reason is childish spite 
because the Immigration Department had its nose put 
out of joint.” 

The official shorthand description of the bill says that it 
has a Clause which now makes it possible for landown- 
ers to challenge the government in court over compen- 
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sation for land confiscated by the government. Lawyers 
say the amendment follows the massive controversy 
over Mugabe’s now discredited plan to seize white- 
owned farms, and the clumsily drafted legislation that 
prevented landowners anywhere — town or country — 
from taking the government to court. The amendment 
is, if anything, worse, says Ncube. 


The bill intends to make it impossible for anyone whose 
land — urban or rural — is “underutilised” to be seized 
without any Compensation. 

Observers say it recalls the persistent demands by vice- 
president Joshua Nkomo for plots in cities and towns 
that owners have not built on to be "given" to the 
government. 

Another casualty of the bill, Ncu>+ points out, is the 
introductory preamble to the Bill of Rights which now 
still refers to each individual right — from freedom of 
worship to the protection from arbitrary arrest — by 
name, and without any conditions or provisions, as they 
are qualified when they are covered in detail in the rest 
of the document. 


There is a new preamble in the proposed law that makes 
no meations of individual rights. It means that lawyers 
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who used to be able to use the preamble as a guide to 
how the spirit of the constitution intends tu protect peo- 
ple’s rights, have now lost a valuable legal advantage. 
Yet again, said the Legal Resources Foundation, an or- 
ganisation [that] tries to broaden awareness of people’s 
rights, the government was altering the Constitution to 
overturn a supreme court ruling. 


Like previous amendments, “it...has th«: effect of *+- 
Stricting or removing an existing righ!. There has not 
been one amendment to our Constitution which en- 
hances iights or grants rights that were not present be- 
fore.” 


None of the constitutional changes have been done 
with any public debate, said Ncube. "There is a need 
for broad-based consultations for a complete review 
of the Constitution, of all the clauses that undermine 
electoral democracy and the authority of the courts, and 
which strengthen the executive arms of the government, 
against civil society.” Instead, he says, the government 
keeps coming up with mixed-bag bills of piecemeal 
changes to the Constitution. “It makes it impossible to 
have a proper debate,” he said. "It looks like a deliberate 
design to confuse.” 
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Cape Verde 
President To Run for 2d Term in ’96 Elections 


B2012183095 Paris AFP in English 
1721 GaAT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Praia, Dec 20 (AFP) — 
Cape Verde’s President Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro 
confirmed Wednesday [20 December] that he would 
stand for a second term in next February’s presidential 
polls, following his party’s landslide win in general 
elections. 

The 51-year-old president is backed by the Movement 
for Democracy (MDP), which swept Sunday’s general 
elections, winning at least SO seats in the 72-member 
parliament. Its main rival the PAICV [African Party of 
Cane Verde Indepedence] woa about 20 seats, according 
to partial results. 

Presidential elections in this Atlantic Ocean archipelago 
are scheduled to take place on February 18, shortly after 
municipal elections in January. 

Monteiro, a lawyer and former head of the Supreme 
Court, became president in February 1991, ousting rival 
Aristides Pereira of the African Party of Cape Verde 
Independence, which had ruled the nine-island nation 
of 330,000 people since independence from Portuguese 
colonial rule in 1974. 


Five political parties took part in Sunday's elections 
compared with two in the country’s first multiparty 
pells in 1991. The election campaign was marred by 
some violent incidents, with the opposition accusing the 
government of rigging the voting. 


Cote d’Ivoire 


Bedie on Nigeria, Opposition, French Army 
ABI9i2/53595 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 16-17 Dec 95 p 24 


(Interview with President Bedie by LE MONDE cor- 
respondents Alain Frachon and Thomas Sotinel in Ya- 
moussoukro; date not given) 


(FBIS Translated Text] [LE MONDE] Are you in favor 
of sanctions against Nigeria after the execution of the 
opposition leader Ken Saro-Wiwa? 


(Bedie] Cote d'Ivoire has always advocated peace 
through dialogue. As you know, one may adopt policies 
of exclusion, embargoes, and war, but when one has 
gone through all this, what remains is dialogue and 
reconciliation. The path to a successful democracy 
depends solely on Nigerians themselves... 


[LE MONDE] Not on Shell Oil Company, one of the 
biggest oil companies operating in Nigeria? 
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{Bedie] I am not talking about Shell. Shell is not a state. 
I am talking about states that believe they can dictate 
one democratic path to all countries on the planet. The 
pace of democracy, the pace in which reforms should be 
made, should be determined by those concerned. This 
means that if you impose democracy from within, you 
will be called a dictator, but if you impose it from 
outside, it is even more intolerable. 


Here in Cote d'Ivoire, we have embarked on some 
reforms (after the presidential election) — wnat LE 
MONDE termed as Ivorian Bonapartism. No, this is 
not correct. These reforms were in response to the 
Ivorian people’s aspirations. One day, I asked a Western 
leader: "What do you think of the democratic process in 
Cote d'Ivoire?” He answered: "You have accomplished 
it by 85 percent,” so I asked him : “What about the 
remaining 15 percent?” He said: "Don’t worry. The 
other 15 percent is for us all.” 


(LE MONDE] Should we include in this 15 percent 
the recent rumors on the possible arrest of opposition 
leaders? 


[Bedie] Right now, there is no plan to arrest opposi- 
tion leaders. However, during the election campaign, we 
went through a period of trouble during which watch- 
words were launched inciting people to riot, and to en- 
gage in civil disobedience. People were killed, and pub- 
lic buildings and private property were destroyed. We 
immediately decided to set up a commission of inquiry 
to look into the matter, to single out people who manip- 
ulate the youth by giving them drugs or other chemical 
substances to make them commit crimes. This commis- 
sion has not even been set up yet, so I do not understand 
why one is already talking about arrests. If the cap fits 
those making such allegations, let them wear it. 


[LE MONDE] We have the impression that Cote 
d'Ivoire, after serving as a land of immigration, is now 
attracted by a nationalist trend. 


{Bedie] Immigration is a good thing because it con- 
tributes positively to development. However, it can 
also constitute a handicap in periods of hardship. Cote 
d'Ivoire has hitherto pursued its economic development 
— which is rather unusual in the subregion — with 
the help of manpower from Burkina Faso, Mali or even 
Guinea. However, there is less arable land available. We 
therefore need to adopt a policy of immigration control. 
Out of 14 million Ivorians, there are 4 million non- 
Ivorians. Consequently, our country is the most hos- 
pitable coun’: ; in the world. 


Some talk of xenophobia on our part in regard to the 
conditions for eligibility to the post of president, notably 
that a candidate’s father and mother should be Ivorian, 
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but these people have not understood anything. We 
simply want our president, through our laws, to have 
deeper roots in the land, to belong to the nation. A 
hospitable country such as ours should, therefore, be 
more demanding. This cultural tradition that enables us 
to welcome so many foreigners should be safeguarded. 


SSRN, Sihes conshaien can you Goow Som he 
devaluation of the CFA franc? 


[Bedie] Two years after the event, we have iecorded 
6.5-percent growth as opposed to the earlier rate of 
minus 2 percent. Today, when you go through the streets 
of Abidjan, you no longer see strings of young people 
with their hands in their pockets desperately looking for 
jobs. Many have since returned to firms or plantations. 
You can alsc see farmers working 0: their lands. Prices 
have been multiplied beyond the rate at the time of 
devaluation. Coffee, which was sold at 100 CFA francs 
the kilogram, is sold today at 700 CFA francs. Let us 
knock on wood, however, because prices are instable. 
For the time being though, everything is all right. There 
is still much poverty and misery simply due to the large 
population. 

[LE MONDE] What is the role that should be given to 
the sector termed as “informal,” that of entrepreneurs 
and illegal small-scale enterprises’... 


(Bedie] You know, it is those with degrees who find it 
difficult to earn a living without a pay slip from the state 
or an enterprise. The informal sector must be assisted. 
It must be given a status through incentives, but it must 
not become an underground economy to stifle the state. 


[LE MONDE] How do you react to press reports that 
France is about to reduce its military presence in Africa? 


[Bedie] The development of our countries, especially 
Cote d’Ivoire, was only made possible because we were 
spared the burden of coping with conflicts or external 
during the postindependence period. It is an aspect of the 
cooperation with France which is not often highlighted 
out of modesty or scruples. A country’s sovereignty 
is said to be jeopardized with the presence of foreign 
troops, but a country’s sovereignty gets stronger with 
economic development. We have been able to invest 
all our budgetary resources in development precisely 
because some French military bases are guarding us. 
However, they have never ever intervened in our 
domestic affairs. After all, European countries have also 
benefited from American nuclear protection. We asked 
President Chirac to continue this policy of military 
protection. He responded to this request at the Cotonou 
Francophone summit by saying that the rumors of the 
French Army’s withdrawal from Africa are unfounded. 
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Liberia 


Minister on Council Chairman’s Visit To Gbarnga 


AB2612171095 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 24 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of Liberia’s 
collective presidency, the Council of State, is spending 
this weekend in Gbarnga — the headquarters of Charles 
Taylor’s NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
faction. Taylor is one of five vice chairmen on the 
council, which is headed by Wilton Sankowolo, and the 
government’s been anxious to play down rumors which 
have been circulating about splits between council 
members and ministers in the transitional government. 
Libcria’s Information Minister Victoria Refell is in 
Gbarnga. On the satellite phone, Tom Porteous asked 
her how significant it was that the chairman of the 
Council of State had gone to Gbarnga: 


[Begin recording) [Refell) It is a historic visit, I must 
say, for the chairman and the vice chairman, and you 
know, Gbarnga is in the central part of Liberia and 
being the headquarters of the NPFL throughout the 
six years of war makes it significant at this time, 
to have the chairman, who is also a Bong County 
Citizen, who was actually born in Bong County and has 
not had the opportunity, to have visited this area. It 
creates confidence for the people that deployment and 
disarmament are moving forward and that peace is here, 
and peace will hold in Liberia. 

[Porteous] Do you think that, you know, on a political 
level, it also shows that Charles Taylor has the chairman 
of the Council of State, you know, in his pocket? 


[Refell] Ah, definitely not. One wouldn’t say that at all. 
No, that’s not how we will characterize the Council of 
State. The respect and the honor that I have seen that 
have been exemplified over the past 100 days of the 
Council of State in office — LNTG [Liberia National 
Transitional Government] II — is significant for the 
Liberian people and for the whole world because there 
is nowhere in the world where men who have fought 
for over six years would sit at the table, eat together, 
laugh, and argue, and dialogue, discuss and ¢ sme to 
a consensus. As you know, the government is run by 
consensus. 


[Porteous] So, all these rumors about problems within 
the Council of State and between the Council of State 
and some of the ministers are a load of rubbish, 
according to you? 

([Refell] I would say it is a lot of propaganda by the 
politicians in Monrovia in trying to derail the peace 
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process, but I will say one thing, that no one will be 
allowed to derail Abuja I] — this peace process in 
Liberia. 

(Porteous} Which of the politicians do you say are trying 
to derail the peace process? 


(Refell} Those who feel that they... [pauses] they are the 
only ones capable of running a show, but like I said, this 
is not a show, and we cannot allow anyone to derail the 
process because what we need to do now is to make 
sure that we demobilize, we disarm, and make sure that 
we can move the process forward so that we can have 
free and fair democratic elections in the country come 
August of 1996. 


{Porteous} You seem to be pointing the finger somewhat 
at those people who were running the government in 
Monrovia before this current phase of the peace process. 


(Refell] Well, if they had five or five and a half years, 
they ruled the country, and there were no improvements, 
look at Monrovia, no one can tell you that Monrovia has 
changed one bit or has been improved or developed. 


[Porteous] What you are basically saying is because 
all those governments... [pauses] one thing they had in 
common was that they excluded the NPFL. What you 
are basically saying is that it is only the NPFL which 
can really... [pauses] the participation of the NPFL that 
can really pull things together. 


(Refell} No, that is not correct. I think the question of the 
rural sectors of Liberia, which is the greater part of the 
country and that the mass of the people belong to these 
areas, was absolutely neglected. It’s not only NPFL 
that is in all parts of the rural areas: You have LPC 
(Liberian Peace Council], you have ULIMO [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia], you 
have Coalition or whatever they may be called as one, 
but I think we have to think about the people. Monrovia 
is not Liberia. We must move away from that concept. 


{end recording] 


Sports Minister on Political Process, Weah 


AB2612215195 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 26 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] This year is the first year 
that African players have been eligible for the title of 
European footballer of the year, and George Weah, the 
Liberian striker who plays for AC Milan, has won it 
hands down. The winner is voted for by the leading 
European sports writers, and it will come as something 
of a Christmas bonus for George Weah who is currently 
at home in Liberia. One of the people who has been to 
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congratulate him in person tonight is Liberia’s minister 
of youth and sports, Francis Massaquoi. On the line to 
Monrovia, Tom Porteous asks him how George is taking 
the news: 


(Begin recording] [Masaquoi] Well, George is de- 
lighted. He has taken it as a stride, and true to his nature 
humility of humility, he is just happy that he was able 
to win this award, and he is the same old George — 
simple, honest, decent, and a fond person to be around. 


{Porteous} It must be a triumph which all Liberians 
share? 


(Massaquoi] Absolutely, absolutely. I tell you George is 
the number one person in this country [words indistinct]. 
He is the only person that has brought joy — that has 
brought some hope — to the Liberian people in the six 
years, and so Liberians in all walks of life are jubilating. 
They are having fun; they are proud of George. I am 
telling you. You know, the people are just happy; the 
people are just happy. [passage omitted] 


[Porteous] Can I ask you? You are a former faction 
leader and now you are a minister in this transitional 
government. Can I ask you whetl.er the political recon- 
Ciliation process is going as well as the sporting process, 
if I can put it like that? 


[Massaquoi] Well, the political reconciliation process is 
going on rather smoothly. It is not 100 percent, but you 
have to look at things in relative terms. This is the first 
time in recent history that the guns have been silent. We 
celebrated Christmas without any skirmishes. Of course, 
there have been minor violations of the cease-fire, but 
these things can be accepted. So, if you look at things, 
again in relative terms, I think we are doing pretty good. 


[Porteous] But, you don’t think that any Liberian 
politicians warrant being given a politician of the year 
award? 


(Massaquoi] Well, to me, the best politicians in this 
country are the Liberian people themselves. They have 
exerted pressure upon us; they have got their views 
known; they have set [words indistinct] in no uncertain 
terms that they are not going to sit down and tolerate 
war; and to my mind, you know, we have listened and 
we are responding. So, if there is any award to be given 
for political acumen or being a shrewd politician, this 
award should be given to the Liberian population as a 
whole. 


{Porteous} Why don’t Liberians simply elect George 
Weah as their president? 


(Massaquoi} I asked myself that all the time too. 
[Porteous] Do you think he is a good president? 
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[Massaquio] Well, I don’t think he is going to be that 
bad. You know, if a man... [pauses] we are looking for 
someone who can unify the country and if the Liberian 
people want George Weah to be president, why not? 
(end recording) 


Niger 
President Gives National Anniversary Address 


AB1812123795 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 18 Dec 95 


[Address by President Mahamane Ousmane on the 37th 
anniversary of the proclamation of the Republic of Niger 
in Niamey on 17 December — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Niger men and women, dear 
compatriots, the Republic of Niger will be 37 years old 
today, and for a human being, 37 years constitute the age 
of maturity and, therefore, that of reason. But as far as 
developing countries are concerned, this age is relatively 
insignificant to claim that one is able to take up the 
major challenges before a country. [passage omitted] 


Niger men and women, the 37th anniversary of the 
proclamation of the Republic is for me an opportunity to 
recall that the present year was marked on the political 
scene by the experience of cohabitation with all the 
problems that especially characterized its beginning. 
There were conflicts and crises within the executive 
apparatus as well as their repercussions within the 
legislative apparatus. Another characteristic fact — and 
not the least — of this period was, as you know, the 
various matters referred to the judiciary and the advice, 
suggestions, and rulings announced, which resulted in 
often violent reactions from many Niger citizens. Over 
the past few months, this period has also been marked by 
social unrests — namely, students’ demands engendered 
not only by the country’s financial difficulties, but also 
and mainly by lack of dialogue and consultations. All 
these umrests are marking Niger’s sociopolitica: life 
with, of Course, negative consequences. 

All these negative events must convince us of the need 
to create the conditions for an indispensable political 
stability so that all together we can not only win the 
battle against poverty and illiteracy, but also ensure the 
imperative reconstruction of Niger. 


Concerning stability, I must say that, despite some 
difficulties which, after all, are being overcome thanks 
to the goodwill of many people, the peace restoration 
process initiated in 1993 and sanctioned by the 25 
April peace accord seems to continue normally to the 
great satisfaction of Niger and its people. This is the 
occasion to commend the great sense of patriotism 
and responsibility shown by our brothers of the Armed 
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Resistance Organization following the (Kaou) :ncident 
which nearly jeopardized the results of our efforts and 
those of our mediatory friends. I would like to take 
this opportunity to deeply deplore the plane crash that 
occurred near Tabelot on 15 December, in which five 
people died, including Mano Dayak, chairman of the 
Front of the Liberation of Tamoust. I would also like 
to present to the bereaved families our deep sympathy 
and our most heart-felt condolences. Arrangements have 
already been made to put in place a commission of 
inquiry to shed light on the circumstances surrounding 
this tragic event. Once again, I would like to express 
on behalf of the entire Niger people our gratitude to 
the mediatory countries for the efforts made and to ask 
them to continue them so that we can consolidate the 
gains and complete the peace process. 


Dear compatriots, poverty, instability, and insecurity 
undermining our country and tying it down for some 
years now among the least developed countries in the 
world, must henceforth be considered as the major 
scourges to be resolutely eradicated. That is why I 
appeal to all political, ¢Jministrative, and traditional 
authorities, to all political parties, labor unions, and 
all the other organized non-political groups so that 
we consider the struggle against these three scourges 
as our principal objective. To achieve this objective, 
we have to create the conditions likely to make us 
consider as minor all our differences as well as all 
our demands and grievances, in short, all our personal 
and selfish interests and then to prioritize general 
interest, that is Niger’s interest. This implies that mutual 
trust should prevail and that political administrative 
authorities should mainly respect the rights and consider 
the interests of citizens and organized groups while 
managing their future authorities in particular. It is on 
this condition and this condition only that we can secure 
the joined efforts of all to win the battle against such 
scourges as poverty, instability, and insecurity. 


More concretely, this means that we agree to make 
dialogue and permanent consultation, the privileged 
means, to handle issues of national interest, since all 
Citizens’ future depends on these means. This also 
means that just and equitable rules must be defined for 
access to public services. In addition to the other public 
services, these rules should aiso cover recruitment into 
public positions, granting of training scholarships, and 
access to state media in particular. In other words, 
the administration should not be politicized as defined 
by the law and furthermore, it should be based on 
scrupulous respect for the clear iuies that should govern 
the evolution of government employees’ careers. Other 
measures in the same vein should include the working 
out and implementation of the impersonal status of 
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the opposition which will define its responsibilities and 
rights in particul«r. 

Niger men and women, to engage all citizens in the 
national construction work, it is imperative to define a 
series of rules of conduct and to sign a contract binding 
on the one hand, the political authorities and political 
parties, labor union, and particularly associations on the 
other. It is this type of contract that I have called the 
Republican Pact. I would like to stress it so that all the 
actors of national life understand the deep meaning of 
this (?project). The political pact is not a (?call) for 
shady deals or arrangements among professionals of 
politics-oriented intrigues in order to reach a rejection of 
the rules of democratic games or a kind of discouraging 
impasse. 

What we are seeking through this (?project) is first of all 
social peace, national cohesion, political tolerance in a 
multiparty system context, the respect for an adversary 
and rules of democratic game. In short, it is a means 
to bring Niger citizens around problems of common 
interest so that they can contribute positively to the 
huge and exciting task of national construction. This 
is a historic mission that falls on all of us. [passage 
omitted] 

Niger men and women, dear compatriots, political 
intolerance and the practice of all sorts of extremism 
cannot help ensure sociopolitical stability, yet this 
stability has become necessary as a result of our poor 
economic conditions and the need to strengthen a 
democratic experience we all want exemplary. That is 
why I appeal to the entire Niger political class — on 
which a heavy responsibility falls in the construction of 
the country — to properly think over and judge without 
passion the social, economic, and political situation of 
the country so as to react positively in the sense of the 
nation’s superior interest. 

Long live the Republic! 

I thank you. 


Nigeria 


Government Upset With Commonwealth 
Ministerial Visit 


AB2612153995 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 23 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
deplored the refusal by the Commonwealth to respond 
to Nigeria’s status over its recent expulsion from the 
body. A statement from the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
in Abuja expressed concern over the decision by the 
Commonwealth to send a ministerial mission to Nige- 
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ria rather than addressing the fundamental issues raised 
over the country’s suspension. It said the best way to 
sustain any meaningful dialogue on the issue was for 
the Commonwealth to respond to the fundamental is- 
sues raised by Nigeria in the protest. The statement re- 
iterated that the Federal Government welcomes dialogue 
and had engaged in discussions with several countries 
including members of the Commonwealth since the in- 
cident. 

The ministerial action group on the Harare Declaration 
was constituted to investigate the issue of Nigeria’s sus- 
pension from the Commonwealth. The action group, 
which is to report back its findings to the Common- 
wealth in May next year after a first meeting, decided 
to send a ministerial mission consisting of Ghana, Ja- 
maica, Malaysia, New Zealand, and Zimbabwe to hold 
dialogue with the Nigerian Government. 


Airline Calls British Flight Ban ‘Inimical’ 


AB2612165195 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 24 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria Airways said today 
that the British Department of Transport on Friday 
[22 December] issued instructions disallowing Nigeria 
Airways flights into London. This being on the grounds 
that it had information that many illegal immigrants 
were waiting to board Nigeria Airways flights to London 
at the Murtala Muhammad International Airport. It said 
that this is a clear violation of the existing bilateral 
air services agreement between Nigeria and the United 
Kingdom. The airline said it believes that this latest 
development, in a series of actions in rapid succession, 
was to ensure that its extra flights package for the 
festive season was disrupted to the advantage of its main 
competitor on the route. 


The head of public affairs, Nigeria Airways, Mr. Chris 
Oligbe, stated categorically that the airline did not 
violate any aspect of the British air safety agreement 
between Nigeria and the United Kingdom and so it 
regards this British Department of Transport action as 
unwarranted and inimical to good relations. He also 
said normal operations will resume out of London on 
Tuesday, the 26th, and out of Lagos on the next day, 
Wednesday at 11 in the morning. 


Government Reacts to Ban 


AB2612170095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 25 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government says 
diplomatic moves are on to resolve the decision of the 
British Aviation Authority to restrict Nigeria Airways 
from operating flights to and from the United Kingdom. 
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In a statement in Lagos yesterday, the minister of 
aviation says it is working with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to resolve the disruption. The minister assures 
the public that with the currents to resolve the matter, 
normal flight operations on the London route will 
resume tomorrow. 


It said that the decision of the British authorities was a 
violation of the air service agreement between Nigeria 
and the United Kingdom. Last Saturday [23 Decem- 
ber], the British Aviation Authority restricted Nigeria 
Airways flights following a purported intelligence re- 
port that many illegal Nigerian immigrants were about 
to leave Murtala Muhammad International Airport for 
the United Kingdom. 7 

Pilgrims’ Defection to Israel Criticized 


AB2612181795 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 25 Dec 95. 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Directorate of 
Pilgrims’ Affairs says any official found to have aided 
pilgrims to defect in Israel will be punished. The 
deputy director in Ryn of Christian affairs, Mr. 
Semi Okonkwo, said in Abuja that reports reaching 
the directorate that some officials received 
Euclid tee aes eiaten @ tae 
their escape. 

Mr. Okonkwo stated that most of those who escaped 
to Israel paid as much as 60,000 naira to officials to 
pave the way for their escape. Mr. Okonkwo has called 
on the directorate to set up a security committee to look 
into the allegation, and those found involved would have 
themselves to blame. The Nigerian-Embassy in Tel Aviv 
er ae 


Minister on Plans To Counter Foreign’ Media 


AB2612162595 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 24 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Federal Government 
has explained the rationale behind the decision to 
conduct the first local government election next year 
on a non-party basis. The minister of information and 
culture, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, said on Radio Link that 
the intention was to produce leaders with grassroots 
fellowship around which new parties could be built. 
The minister said that the government was determined to 
avoid the mistakes of the past where mandates were won 
on a cash and carry basis. Dr. Ofonagoro also spoke on 
the role of the three new committees announced recently 


by the federal government: 


[Begin Ofonagoro recording] (passage omitted) The 
committee on national reconciliation was also recom- 
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mended by the conference and the government accepted 
it, and this committee is going to go round and meet with 
leaders of thought and opinion in all Nigerian commu- 
nities and try to ensure that we all have one frame of 
mind toward the national! program: that we agree among 
ourselves to put the past behind us and march forward 
in the interest of the suffering masses. [passage omitted] 


Then the Federal Character Commission is very impor- 
tant. You know the conference was dominated by is- 
sues of marginalization and domination. Virtually ev- 
ery Nigerian feels he is dominated by somebody or 
the other. Everybody feels dominated; everybody feels 
marginalized. And so the conference recommended that 
in order to give Nigerians the sense of belonging, these 
issues and legislations of domination or marginalization 
and access of opportunity in the federal public service 
have to be brought to an end. So they recommended 
unanimously the establishment of a federal character 
commission that will reflect and ensure that there is a 
federal character in every federal establishment in this 
country, and every state of the federation has a member 
on that commission. This should make it possible for 
people to redress the imbalances of the past and have a 
sense of belonging as Nigerians. (end recording] 


Dr. Ofonagoro also reacted to the deliberate falsehood 
being spread about the country by a section of the local 
and foreign media. He announced the government’s 
plans to counter the negative campaign: 


(Begin Ofonagoro recording) We plan to establish in the 
new year worldwide cable satellite television, mostly 
private, and we are also trying to establish [word 
indistinct) that the regime was an independent voice in 
the world where we can explain Nigeria’s position to 
the world. 


Right now we are dependent on the media of other 
countries to try and get our case across. And these 
countries have their own vested interests, part of which 
does not include helping Nigeria to become their 
competitor. They want to destroy Nigeria because they 
see Nigeria as the only major country in Africa that 
can compete with them in the foreseeable future. And 
so they are doing everything in their power to destroy 
Nigeria and they believe they can do it by exploiting the 
ignorance and naivete of some Nigerian politicians and 
Nigerian pressmen who are yet to learn basic lessons in 
patriotism. And it is our responsibility to try and prevent 
these people from destroying our country. This country 
has a great future and once we are able to have our 
Own access to international audience we will be able to 
easily explain our case to the world. 


We are also doing our very best to put out all kinds 
of publications, but we must know that the monopoly 
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of media in this country in sectional hands, and the 
monopoly of media in the outside world in the hands 
of the very powers that are interested in destroying 
our future as a democratic country, are great obstacles 
which we have to surmount. But once we are resident 
as a people and determined to succeed to establish 
our democracy, no power on earth can stop us. [end 
recording) 


Government Takes Peninsula Claim to World Court 


AB2112211095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 21 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigeria has presented its state- 
ment of claim on the Bakassi peninsula to the Wauiid 
Court at The Hague. The attorney-general of the feder- 
ation and minister of justice, Chief Michael Agbamuche, 
gave this information in a statement in Lagos today. He 
said that the Nigerian team analyzed the memo sent in 
by Cameroon and reacted appropriately to the) issues 
raised. 


Nigeria has also filed preliminary objections at the court. 
Mr. Agbamuche said that the eight-point objections re- 
lated to nonfulfillment of the requirements of reciprocity 
by Cameroon and the conditions to be met before the 
jurisdiction of the court could be invoked against Nige- 
ria. 


Chadian Premier Pledges ‘Unflinching Support’ 
AB2012224895 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Chadian prime minis- 
ter, Mr. Djimasta Koibla, is in Nigeria on a two-day 
Official visit. He arrived in Abuja today. [passage omit- 
ted) 


Meanwhile, the visiting prime minister, Mr. Djimasta 
Koibla, has condemned the complicity of some African 
leaders and the attempt by sections of the international 
community to malign Nigeria. Mr. Koibla met with the 
head of state, General Sani Abacha, and pledged Chad’s 
unflinching support for Nigeria. 


Gen. Abacha expressed his appreciation for the support 
and cooperation Chad has been giving Nigeria at 
the United Nations, the OAU, and other international 
forums and described Chad as one of Nigeria’s best 
friends and dependable neighbors. The head of state 
also commended the positive steps taken by the Chadian 
Government to bring all the feuding parties 

ee 
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Minister Urges Politicians To Assist Transition 


AB2612181295 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 25 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Politicians in the country have 
been urged to assist the government in the realization of 
the transition program instead of dissipating their ener- 
gies on unrealistic requests for its shortening. The min- 
ister of special duties, Dr. Lazarus Unaogu, who made 
the call in Abuja, noted that the political class could 
facilitate the realization of the program by ensuring an 
enabling environment for its orderly implementation. 


Dr. Lazarus Unaogu observed that requests for a re- 
duction of the three-year timetable may affect the gov- 
ernment’s (?plans) to install a durable democracy. He 
said the three-year timetable was structured to ensure 
that appropriate organs were put in place for an endur- 
ing democracy. He assured that the Federal Government 
was determined to bequeath a lasting democracy to the 
country and said that the head of state is committed to 
the realization of the objectives of the transition pro- 


gram. 


Saro-Wiwa Named ‘Man of the Year’ by 
Newspaper 


AB2712152095 Paris AFP in English 
1226 GMT 27 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, Dec 27 (AFP) — 
A leading Lagos-based newspaper on Wednesday (27 
December] named the late writer and dissident Ken 
Saro-Wiwa as its "Man of the Year 1995" after readers 
voted overwhelmingly for the executed rights activist. 


The independent PUNCH newspaper said the majority 
of readers invited to give their choice of the most 
influential person of the year voted for Saro-Wiwa, who 
was hanged in November for his supposed involvement 
in four murders last year. 


“Most of our respondents say there is no other person 
that merits the title other than Ken Saro-Wiwa," the 
newspaper said in its center-spread feature. 


"Their arguments are based on the fact that no other 
Nigerian, dead or alive, has brought such international 
publicity to Nigeria during the year," the newspaper 
commented. 


"He (Ken) brought Nigeria into limelight that the 
government did not bargain for,” it added. 


The execution on November 10 of Saro-Wiwa and eight 
other activists from the Movement for the Survival of 
Ogoni People (MOSOP) met with a storm of interna- 
tional outrage. 
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The Commonwealth the west African nation 
from its ranks while The United States, the European 
Union and South Africa imposed a series of sanctions 
on Nigeria, including an arms embargo. 


Other nominees for the Punch title included Nigerian 
strongman General Sani Abacha, Nigerian Foreign Min- 
ister Tom Ikimi, and Chief Moshood Abiola, the self- 
proclaimed winner of an annulled presidential poll two 
years ago who was subsequently imprisoned. 


Sierra Leone 


Government Imposes Night Curfew on East 22 Dec 


AB2212184395 Paris AFP in French 
1300 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Freetown, 22 Dec (AFP) — 
Sierra Leonean authorities have decided to impose a 
night curfew on the east of the country, beginning today, 
for fear of rebel attacks during the Christmas period, it 
was learned from local journalists. 


The curfew will begin from 2200 and end at 0500 GMT 
in the entire Kono Province, they explained. No duration 
was fixed for the curfew. At the same time, security 
measures have been reinforced, the journalists stated. 
Diamond miners, who are very numerous in the region, 
are often subjected to strict identity checks, according 
to Lieutenant Colonel Ben Rudolf, member of the South 
African security company, Executive Outcomes, which 
has entered into contract with the government and is in 
charge of coordinating military operations in this region. 


For several weeks now, the inhabitants of the east of the 
country have been living under the fear of rebel attacks. 
In 1993 and 1994, the Revolutionary United Front 
[RUF] intensified its raids during the week between 
Christmas and New Year. 


The Sierra Leonean civil war, which was launched 
in 1991 by the RUF promising to restore democratic 
institutions to the country, has claimed more than 10,000 
lives and forced nearly half of the population to go into 
exile or to leave in mass. 


RUF Attacks Njala Campus, Destroys Property 
AB2212185695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 22 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] rebels have apparently paid the campus of the 
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country’s second university at Njala, near Bo, another 
visit. Not that many university staff or students were 
there. After an attack earlier this year, the campus was 
closed and the university moved, though not everybody 
agreed to go. It’s now being relocated in the capital 
Freetown. The rebels did a lot of damage at Njala the 
first time. Now it seems they have been finishing the 
job. From Bo, Richard Magaw of the SIERRA LEONE 
NEWS AGENCY telexed this report: 


Reports filtering in to Bo have confirmed that the RUF 
rebels on Wednesday (20 December] evening attacked 
the Njala University College and caused widespread 
damage to college property and private houses. The 
rebels, who entered the campus from two fronts, were 
reported to have fired warning shots from nearby 
Makondu village before setting fire to living quarters 
belonging to lecturers and senior supporting staff of the 
university. 


According to the head of the Telecommunications De- 
partment of the college, who arrived here late last night, 
three female hostels were also destroyed by the rebels, 
so were the Geography and Mathematics Departments, 
the residence of the head of the Agricultural Depart- 
meat, and the private and family compound of the in- 
terim national electoral commissioner for the southern 


region. 


It should be recalled that after deliberations by the au- 
thorities on the insecurity of the campus, the Depart- 
ment of Education last month decided to relocate the 
college to Freetown. This move led to a split in the ad- 
ministrative and senior supporting staff of the college. 
Those lecturers who have already gained employment 
in parastatals in Freetown opted to move, while those 
who depend on farming to supplement their income pre- 
ferred to stay in Njala. So far, there are no reports of 
civilian casualties and apparently this is being attributed 
to the swift intervention of the military based 7 miles 
from the college and the Brigade High Command here 
in Bo. 
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